BUSINESS 

Chamber gives 
grant, Page 2 


YOUTH 

Ex-Celtic warns kids 
about drugs, Page 19 




LACROSSE 

Layoff pays off in 
playoffs, Page 12 




ADVERTISER 

NEWS 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


June 14, 2018 I Vol. 40, No. 15 I $1.00 


www.agawamadvertisernews.turley.com 


MORGAN-SULLIVAN BRIDGE 


Bridge work starts this summer, ends in 2022 


By Michael Ballway 

mballway@turley. com 

The replacement of the Mor- 
gan-Sullivan Bridge wont start un¬ 
til late this summer, Agawam May¬ 


or William Sapelli said this week. 

He told the West of the River 
Chamber of Commerce on Tues¬ 
day that the real impact of the 
project, with lane closures on the 
vital link between Agawam and 


West Springfield, will likely not be 
felt until spring 2019. State Depart¬ 
ment of Transportation officials 
announced this week that they 
have authorized $21.5 million for 
the reconstruction of the bridge, 


and expect the project to begin 
this year and conclude in 2022. 

Though the project is slated to 
begin this year, Sapelli noted that 
state has agreed to halt construc¬ 
tion activities during the annual 


Eastern States Exposition each 
September and October, when 
tens of thousands of people con¬ 
verge daily on the fairground ad- 
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FIRE DEPARTMENT 


CLASS OF 2018 


Retirees 
blazed 
a trail in 
service 


Departing firefighters 
include 1st woman, 
last of Giordano clan 

By Peter Spotts 

aan@turiey.com 

The Agawam Fire Depart¬ 
ment will say thank you and 
farewell to six of its fire fight¬ 
ers during a retirement party 
on Friday, 
June 15 at 
the Oak 
Ridge Coun¬ 
try Club. 

Fire¬ 
fighters 
Steve Cec _ 
Pamela Murphy carini, Ricky 

Giordano, 
Scott Mitchell, Pam Murphy, 
Vincent Pietroniro, and Jerry 
Roberge are all ending long ca¬ 
reers serving in Agawam. 

Murphy, who has spent the 
past 32 years as a firefighter, 
was the first female civil ser¬ 
vice career firefighter in West¬ 
ern Massachusetts when she 
joined the department in 1985. 
Murphy said that she’s proud 
of that accomplishment, but 
it’s not something that moti¬ 
vated her or how she wants her 
career to be defined. 

“I’m proud that I was the 
first female, but I didn’t know 
that when I got in, and that’s 
not why I did it. I wanted to be 
part of the brotherhood and I 
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Clockwise from bottom right: Proud mother Danielle Baker couldn’t wait to take 
a selfie with her daughter Morgan, showing off her Agawam High School diplo¬ 
ma on June 9.... Young men in caps and gowns, from left, are Dario Papallo, 
Shaun Mateus, William Le and Tyler Goodell.... Graduate Samantha Fett, diplo¬ 
ma in hand, gets a congratulatory hug from her best friend, Sage Gatti, on the 
steps of Springfield Symphony Hall.... Yeleane Pica can hardly keep from laugh¬ 
ing after her classmate Gio Albano made a funny remark just before graduation 
began. More photos on pages 9,10 and 11. PHOTOS BY MIKE LYDICK 


Valedictorian says AHS graduates are well prepared for real-world adventures 


By Mike Lydick 

aan@turley.com 


W hen David Javadian 
looked out at the Class 
of 2018 to deliver his 
valedictorian address, he didn’t 


just see his friends and class¬ 
mates. He saw people who aren’t 
going to fade away behind the 
scenes. 

“I see activists, revolutionaries, 
and visionaries. I see creators, inno¬ 
vators, and professionals,” he said. 


Javadian, one of three student 
speakers, told his 270 graduat¬ 
ing classmates in the audience 
at Springfield Symphony Hall 
on Saturday that he felt “great 
pride” in the accomplishments 
that brought them to the end of 


their 13-year journey in Agawam 
schools. Seniors, he said, are look¬ 
ing forward to life after gradu¬ 
ation and were counting down 
the days and nights leading up to 
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POLICE LOG 

The Agawam Police Depart¬ 
ment responded to 341 calls 
for service from June 5-11, 
recording three arrests in its 
public log. 

Wednesday, June 6 

Phillip J. Preston, 34, of Paul 
Revere Drive, Feeding Hills, was 
arrested and charged with dis¬ 
orderly conduct. 

Thursday, June 7 

Veniamin G. Kovylyak, 31, of 
Sackett Road, Westfield, was 
arrested and charged with tres¬ 
passing. 

Sunday, June 10 

Neil Robert Gardner, 41, of 
Halladay Drive, Suffield, was 
arrested and charged with dis¬ 
orderly conduct, resisting arrest, 
two counts of assault and bat¬ 
tery, and defacing property. 


FIRE LOG 

Logs for the Agawam Fire 
Department from June 5-11 
were not received in time for 
the Agawam Advertiser News’ 
deadline. 


be kind 


Historical museum will be 
closed until further notice 


Due to ongoing construction 
projects, the Agawam Historical 
and Firehouse Museum, 35 Elm 
St., Agawam, will be closed until 
further notice. 

The museum schedule that 


appeared in the Agawam Adver¬ 
tiser News on May 24 should be 
disregarded. For more informa¬ 
tion, visit www.agawamhistorica- 
lassoc.webs.com or the museum’s 
Facebookpage. 


GOP Commitee to discuss 
town, state issues next week 


The Agawam Republican Town 
Committee will hold its June meet¬ 
ing at 7 p.m. Wednesday, June 20, 
in the Agawam Public Library. 

The committee will hear re¬ 
ports from city officials and plan 
its summer activities. Also pres¬ 
ent at the meeting will be Marissa 


Riberio, the director of the Massa¬ 
chusetts Republican State Com¬ 
mittee’s victory office. She will 
speak about the State Commit¬ 
tee’s efforts in this fall’s election. 

All are welcome to attend. 
The library is at 750 Cooper St., 
Agawam. 



Pictured at a Paint Party held earlier this year at Agawam Congregational Church 
are, from left, Maddie Brown, Clara Brown and Jackson Brown. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


Party for painters of all ages 


The Agawam Congregational 
Church will host a “Paint Party” 
on Saturday, June 23, at 3 p.m. 

Participants can choose from 
three summer designs to paint 
and bring home. Artists of all 


ages are invited to participate. 
The cost is $15 for adults and $10 
for children. To register, call 413- 
786-7111 or email janetbrown@ 
agawamcong.com. The church is 
at 745 Main St., Agawam. 


Chamber grant 



The West of the River Chamber of Commerce presented member Susan Daley of 
Candlewood Suites, bottom left, with a $500 business development grant at their 
annual meeting on June 12. Shaking her hand is Robin Wozniak, the chamber’s 
executive director. Also pictured at the Chez Josef breakfast event are directors, 
top row, from left, Noelle Myers, Scott Haselkorn and Brian Risler; second row, 
from left, Anne Hassin, Danny Hannoush, Donna Safford-Fleury and Michele Bren¬ 
nan; third row, from left, Patricia Parker-Flores, Co-Chairman Ryan McLane and 
Co-Chairman Frank Palange; and standing next to Wozniak, Noreen Tassinari and 
Brian Houle. Board members not pictured are Dan D’Angelo, David Chase, Bridget 
Fiala, Kim Landry, Jennifer Lichlyter, Robert MacDonald, Bonnie Massoia, Jamie 
Smith and Lori Stickles. Chamber members also heard from Michael Harrison, 
publisher of Talkers magazine. For more information, see the story in next week’s 
Agawam Advertiser News. PHOTO BY MICHAEL BALLWAY 


Free concert at 
Heritage Hall 

The Heritage Hall Campus will 
hold its annual summer concert fea¬ 
turing the band “Fever” on Tuesday, 
June 19, at 6 p.m. at 462 Main St., 
Agawam. 

The concert will feature a variety 
of music from Motown to today’s Top 
40. The concert is free and open to 
all. Guests are encouraged to bring a 
lawn chair or blanket. 

For more information, call 413- 
789-8332 or email nicole.wallace@ 
genesishcc.com. 


Public safety 
program set 
for Bethany 

Agawam first responders will 
be at Bethany Assembly of God, 
580 Main St., Agawam, from 5 to 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday, June 27. 

Summer safety will be the 
focus as Agawam firefighters, 
safety officers and EMTs share 
summer safety tips with the 
community. They will be man¬ 
ning their vehicles, giving ed¬ 
ucational demonstrations and 
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90 Meat Outlet 


Happy FaTheKs Day 


We reserve the right to 
limit quantities. 


SALE DATES: 6/14/18 - 6/20/18. 


90 Avocado St., Springfield 737-1288 www.90meat.com 


Support the local 
businesses that 
support your 
local newspaper. 

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 

Agawam 

Advertiser 


there will be giveaways avail¬ 
able with time for questions 
and answers. 

Dinner will be available for 
adults for a minimal fee, with 
free hot dogs for children. All 
are welcome. 

For information, visit www. 
bethany-ag.org/events. 
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Council considering request to 
double salaries in Law Dept. 


By Michael Ballway 

mballway@turley. com 

City councilors gave a tenta¬ 
tive approval last week to a dou¬ 
bling of the town solicitor’s salary, 
with a final vote expected Mon¬ 
day — if they get the information 
they’ve requested. 

Mayor William Sapelli char¬ 
acterized the proposed changes, 
which are reflected in his fiscal 
2019 budget, also to be voted 
on Monday, as a response to in¬ 
creased workload at the town’s 
Law Department and an oppor¬ 
tunity to reduce the number of 
billable hours — essentially, over¬ 
time — charged by the town’s in- 
house legal counsel. 

The mayor’s proposed budget 
for fiscal 2019, the year that begins 
July 1, would increase the solicitor’s 
annual pay to $58,500 from the cur¬ 
rent $28,500, and the associate so¬ 
licitor’s pay to $33,000 from $13,000. 
The law clerk’s salary would decline 
to $18,000 from $27,000. 

Sapelli has also filed a trans¬ 
fer request for the current budget 
year to backdate the new salary 
schedule to the start of his term, 
in January. 

City Councilor Gina Letellier 
said on May 21 that she couldn’t 
yet support the mayor’s proposal, 
because it does not include a job 
description detailing how many 
hours the solicitor and associate 
solicitor would be working to 
earn their new salaries. 

“If we’re setting a new salary, 
what’s that salary for?” Letelli¬ 
er asked. At the June 4 meeting, 
she added: “That’s a really basic 
thing, to have a job description. 
It’s not about personalities, it’s 
about process.” 

Councilor George Bitzas 
balked at the size of the raise, a 
$30,000 jump for the solicitor, and 
$20,000 for the associate solicitor. 
He was not present at the June 4 
meeting, when the council passed 
the first reading of the transfer. 

Letellier reiterated that she 
would need to see a job descrip¬ 
tion before she could support the 


second reading of the transfer. 
That vote is expected to be tak¬ 
en on June 18, the same night the 
council will vote on the mayor’s 
fiscal 2019 budget. 

Solicitor Stephen Buoniconti 
said despite the large increases 
in salaries, the mayor is propos¬ 
ing a more modest increase in the 
bottom-line expenses in the Law 
Department. The town budgeted 
$137,150 for the Law Department 
in the current year, Buoniconti 
said. Subtracting the $68,650 in 
total salaries, that leaves $68,500 
for billable hours and outside le¬ 
gal fees, categorized in the budget 
as “purchased services.” 

The mayor’s fiscal 2019 bud¬ 
get envisions supplementing 
the $109,500 in salaries with a 
reduced $55,000 for purchased 
services, such as fees for outside 
counsel, or bills from the solicitor 
for hours worked outside his reg¬ 
ular day, or fees the town incurs 
for legal document service and 
court filings. 

That purchased services ac¬ 
count has fluctuated between 
$58,683 and $125,160 over the past 
15 years, depending on how much 
legal work the town needed, ac¬ 
cording to figures provided by Sa¬ 
pelli to the City Council. It is also 
sometimes bolstered by spending 
from the mayor’s purchased ser¬ 
vices account, Buoniconti said. 

The solicitor’s billable hours 
have ranged as low as $13,108 
in fiscal 2014, and as high as the 
$70,000s for three years in the 
mid-2000s. The solicitor is paid an 
overtime rate of $100 per hour. 

In the first two-thirds of fiscal 
2018, the solicitor’s billable hours 
amounted to $29,625, out of a 
total $49,628 spent on legal pur¬ 
chased services. Sapelli said, how¬ 
ever, that the rate of spending on 
legal services has increased since 
he took office, so figures at year’s 
end, on June 30, will be substan¬ 
tially higher. 

City Councilor Robert Magov- 
ern, whose Legislative Committee 
gave the restructuring a 4-1 pos¬ 
itive recommendation, said he’s 


seen the increased workload at 
the Law Department. 

“Our present solicitor is put¬ 
ting in for more hours than he’s 
being compensated for,” he said 
at a May 21 meeting. “I think we’re 
getting a bargain, and it’s time we 
were fair with our solicitor.” 

Buoniconti, a former assistant 
district attorney, state representa¬ 
tive and state senator, was named 
Agawam’s associate solicitor in 
March 2016, and moved up to the 
top job this January, shortly after 
Sapelli took office. 

Previous Mayor William Co¬ 
hen, when discussing the solic¬ 
itor’s base salary, would refer to 
it as a “stipend.” Town solicitors 
have also traditionally main¬ 
tained private law practices in 
addition to their municipal work. 

From fiscal 2004 to fiscal 2010, 
the solicitor’s “overtime” was 
greater than his base salary every 
year but one. But this year will be 
the first since 2010 for which that 
will be true. If the associate solic¬ 
itor’s and law clerk’s “overtime” 
wages are added in, however, the 
town has been paying greater 
than $29,000 in overtime every 
year for at least the past 15 years, 
including $40,325 in fiscal 2017. 

Sapelli also said unlike pre¬ 
vious mayors, he plans to place 
limits on the types of work for 
which a solicitor or associate so¬ 
licitor can bill the town for over¬ 
time wages: “litigation, court ap¬ 
pearances, appearances before a 
municipal entity after the normal 
business hours of the Town Hall, 
title searches, or other matters as¬ 
signed by the mayor.” 

He said he has also started 
requesting that the Law Depart¬ 
ment perform more tasks in- 
house, rather than outsourcing 
them to private firms, in an effort 
to save money. 

The town has traditionally 
used an outside firm as its legal 
advisor in collective bargaining 
negotiations, a practice that will 
not change, and will have to be 
paid out of the $55,000 legal ser¬ 
vices budget. 


Temporary changes in place 
for residents contacting 


town’s animal 

Animal control and licensing 
services are temporarily being 
handled by separate depart¬ 
ments, the mayor’s office an¬ 
nounced this week. 

Residents who need dog li¬ 
censes should visit the collec¬ 
tor’s office on the first floor of 
Town Hall, 36 Main St., Agawam. 
To request a copy of an existing 
license certificate, call the office 


control office 

at 413-786-0400, ext. 8218. 

For animal emergencies, call 
the Police Department at 413- 
786-4767. 

For animal bites, call Kath¬ 
leen Auer in the Health Depart¬ 
ment at 413-726-9721. 

The changes are because of 
the temporary absence of Alison 
Strong, the town’s animal con¬ 
trol officer. 


Worship and fun 




The Agawam Congre¬ 
gational Church Wor¬ 
ship and Family Pic¬ 
nic was held Sunday, 
June 10, under the pa¬ 
vilion at School Street 
Park in Agawam. The 
church choir, directed 
by Tracy Nawskon, led 
hymns with all mem¬ 
bers joining in, fol¬ 
lowed by an afternoon 
of fun and a picnic 
of hamburgers, hot- 
dogs and lemonade. 
For more information 
about the church, 
visit agawamcongre- 
gationalchurch.com. 
SUBMITTED PHOTOS 


FIRE I from page 1 

want to be known as a firefighter,” Murphy 
explained. “I didn’t do anything any more 
special than anybody else that I worked 
next to.” 

She added, “When you have your gear 
on and you’re in fighting a fire, nobody 
knows if you’re a girl or a boy, so it makes 
no difference, when you’re fighting a fire, 
who you are as long as you’re in there 
fighting it.” 

Throughout her career, Murphy has en¬ 
joyed taking on a mentoring role for young 
girls and helping educate on fire safety. 

“Those are the type of things that make 
you feel good, when you can talk to the 


younger generation, especially the girls, 
so they know that there’s anything that 
they can do when they grow up in today’s 
world,” she said. 

Now that she’s preparing to retire, Mur¬ 
phy is looking forward to spending time 
with her three children — one of whom 
serves in the Westfield Fire Department 
— and six grandchildren. She will miss her 
fellow firefighters but plans to keep check¬ 
ing and making sure everybody is safe. 

For Ricky Giordano, his retirement 
marks the end of more than 70 years of 
a Giordano serving in the department. 
Ricky was preceded, and sometimes over¬ 
lapped with, his brother Joe and his cous¬ 
ins Ralph and Ronnie. 

During his time with the department, 


Ricky witnessed a lot of technological 
advancements both in equipment and 
training methods that have helped make 
fire fighters more prepared and skilled. 
Firefighting training has come a long way 
from when, as Ricky puts it, they learned 
on the job. 

“Today, the kids get trained very well 
on special things and special situations. 
It’s a lot more technical today,” Giordano 
said. “I had a very grateful, satisfying ca¬ 
reer as a firefighter and as an EMT. When 
you can help people, it’s very gratifying. It 
was very dangerous at times too.” 

Scott Mitchell has spent the past 
32 years of his life dutifully serving his 
hometown, as well. Born and raised in 
Agawam, he joined the department be¬ 


cause he wanted to help people when 
they’re in need. He explained that serv¬ 
ing in his hometown had its positives and 
negatives. 

“It was good and bad. The good part is 
you get to take care of your own citizens, 
your own people. The bad part is some¬ 
times you might roll up to an accident 
involving your family or friends,” Mitch¬ 
ell said. “You always worry, you’re always 
thinking of the address that you’re going 
to — do I know anybody that lives there? 
You just worry that you don’t recognize the 
vehicle [in an accident].” 

The six firefighters will be honored 
during the retirement party, which starts 
at 6 p.m. at the Oak Ridge Country Club on 
Friday, June 15. 


David A. Ladizki, P.C. 
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O pinion 

OUR VIEW 

Time to join 
adult world 


G raduates, let’s get to work. 

High school is over and some 
new challenge beckons. Your 
valedictorian, David Javadian, asked you 
to “hit that track running.” 

No matter which way you’re head¬ 
ed, that track is called “adulthood,” and 
you’ve hit it whether you like it or not. 
He’s right — you may as well run with it. 

Some of you are going straight into 
the workforce, where you’ll compete and 
collaborate with fellow adults immedi¬ 
ately. You’ll find that it won’t take long 
for the “real world” to stop caring about 
what grade you got in sophomore year 
Spanish class, or what clubs you joined, 
or even what year you graduated. Once 
you get that first entry-level job, employ¬ 
ers don’t care if you’re 19 or 29 or 59 — 
they just want to know if you can do the 
work. Your Agawam education will help 
you here, but it’s not about the words 
on your diploma; it’s about what impact 
these 13 years of schooling have had on 
your brain and your work ethic. 

Certainly those of you who are joining 
the military are entering the adult world. 
There are few jobs more serious than the 
defense of our nation, and no sacrifice 
greater than the ultimate one that ser¬ 
vice members are ready to make. As in the 
world of work, your high school transcript 
will soon mean a lot less than the skills and 
character that those classes developed. 

Even for the majority of AHS graduates, 
those who are continuing their education 
at college, this is the touchstone transition 
of your lives, from child to adult. College 
will require a level of self-motivation and 
persistence that high school — with the 
ever-present encouragement of parents 
and teachers — does not. 

It can be hard to think of oneself as 
the full equal to parents, teachers and 
coaches. Being an entry-level worker, a 
lower-ranked soldier or a freshman at 
college still involves a lot of rule-follow¬ 
ing and order-taking. But there are other 
ways to “hit that ground running” in the 
adult world. 

In 2018, graduates will be able to vote 
in their first state election. Take this re¬ 
sponsibility seriously — listen to all the 
candidates, research the issues, talk to 
friends and neighbors. Selecting our 
leaders, from the governor down to our 
local state representative, is an import¬ 
ant part of being an adult. 

Even outside of the election, gradu¬ 
ates have everything they need to help 
run their town. Follow the local news 
and develop opinions on town policies 
that you can advocate. Discussions at 
Town Hall may sound dry and arcane 
(Stormwater fees? Zoning changes? 
Sewer expansion?) but they will have a 
direct impact on the level of taxation and 
quality of life you and your neighbors en¬ 
joy as residents of Agawam. Send letters 
(well, emails) to your mayor, city coun¬ 
cilors and the newspapers. And if you’ve 
got a free night once or twice a month, 
ask about openings on town boards or 
commissions. For many departments, 
it’s “ordinary adults” like you, not elected 
officials, who make the decisions. 

As many graduates already know, vol¬ 
unteering is an important part of civic 
life. At age 18, you already have what it 
takes to be a youth sports coach or ref¬ 
eree, to help at a food pantry or church 
mission, to help run a fundraiser for a 
good cause. 

Javadian, looking over his fellow 
graduates, said he saw “activists, revo¬ 
lutionaries, and visionaries ... creators, 
innovators, and professionals” — the 
things they will be. He might as well have 
summed it up in one word, which would 
apply equally to what the Class of 2018 is 
now, and has been since June 9: “adults.” 


What do you think? Send your letter to 
the editor to aan@turley.com. 



Letters to the Editor 


Let town’s new golf course manager do what he does best 


I’ve been following events this 
spring relative to Agawam’s golf 
course with interest. The badly 
needed roofing work was done, 
allowing efforts to resume to at¬ 
tract bookings of the course’s re¬ 
spectable banquet facility. Tony 
Roberto has departed to Willi- 
mantic after nearly six years as 
general manager and golf pro at 
our course. Tony seemed disil¬ 
lusioned about future prospects 
here in his departing remarks, 
after not always receiving need¬ 
ed support during his tenure, 
and failing to make the course a 
self-supporting enterprise, so I 
believe it was for the best. 

The hiring of Tom Dirico as 
general manager and golf pro 
seems to be a positive develop¬ 
ment, based on his decades of 
experience, successes, and de¬ 
sire to grow our local business 
and return it to a self-support¬ 
ing enterprise. His intent to put 
major effort into promoting our 
facility, with the aid of modest 
funding from within the budget, 
is in line with what I’ve advocat¬ 
ed in your pages and at meetings 
for the last two years. In that 
vein, I believe what Mr. DiRico 
needs from town officials is their 
personal efforts to promote the 
course. I don’t believe he needs 


operational/financial auditors 
and consultants to be hired to 
look over his shoulder. We’ve 
hired him to do what he’s done at 
a handful of other courses over 
40-plus years. We don’t need oth¬ 
ers to tell him how to run a golf 
course. As general manager, Mr. 
DiRico should be held account¬ 
able for the bottom line and not 
micromanaged. 

The downside of going 
through transition like this is 
that the course must reach into 
taxpayer’s pockets, again. As 
regular readers know, I don’t 
support that — and as Jay Berg¬ 
er always noted, it’s not right for 
a public course competing with 
three privately owned courses to 
be subsidized with tax revenues. 
Some of those funds are even 
provided by those three courses. 
Many city councilors have sat up 
on the dais debating aditional 
funding for the course over the 
years and said it was the last time 
they’d support the use of taxpay¬ 
er funds. However, as long as the 
decision has been made that the 
course is an ongoing business, 
funding must follow. With Mr. 
Roberto’s departure came the 
need to pay contractual bene¬ 
fits which he had accumulated 
over his tenure — $25,000 of 


taxpayer funding was approved 
to make that payment. After 
moving the course’s budgeted 
funds between line items, Mr. 
DiRico believes he needs $22,647 
of additional funds for labor to 
adequately man the clubhouse/ 
grounds through June. The City 
Council will be voting on taking 
this money out of your pocket, 
Monday. While expenses exceed 
the amounts budgeted, reve¬ 
nues are running below budget. 
The amount of that shortfall will 
need to be covered from our tax¬ 
es. Bottom line, roughly another 
$100,000 will be taken from us to 
wrap up the current year, on top 
of the $500,000 already spent in 
recent years. 

What I would advocate for is 
to allocate the remaining $15,000 
in the course’s retained earnings 
for increased labor, rather than 
taking $22,647 of taxpayer funds. 
Consider future alternatives to 
a town-run course. Whether Mr 
DiRico succeeds and retires, or 
he is unable to succeed due to 
the public’s declining interest in 
golf, there needs to be a plan to 
avoid significant transition costs 
the next time. 

Brian Halla 

Agawam 


Boldyga usually votes on the right side as state rep. 


Who is Forrest Bradford and 
why should I vote for him? A good 
question and one I’m certain will 
be asked by many in the coming 
months. I was glad to see that our 
current state representative has a 
challenger this November in the 
form of Mr. Forrest Bradford. I’m 
glad because I have long believed 
that no elected position should 
ever go unchallenged. 

That being said, however, I 
also believe that any challeng¬ 
er who runs should be credi¬ 
ble, should have a position, and 
should be willing to articulate 
his position and beliefs to the 
voters. I’m hopeful that Mr. 
Bradford will be outlining his po¬ 


sitions in detail during the com¬ 
ing months and I look forward to 
hearing and evaluating them. I 
wish him well. 

That being said, our current 
state representative, in my opin¬ 
ion, has usually been on the right 
side of the issues important to 
me. Unfortunately, I believe that 
Representative Boldyga was in 
error with his vote on H 4539, the 
Extreme Risk Protection Order 
bill, and his “yes” vote was a dis¬ 
appointment to me and to many 
lawful gun owners. I have read 
the bill, all 16 pages, and in my 
opinion it is a dangerous bill and 
not in the interest of public safety, 
as it is purported to be. I cannot 


imagine why the representative 
voted in favor of this as he has 
been supported by the Gun Own¬ 
ers Action League. I stand with 
my fellow sportsmen, hunters 
and gun owners in opposing this 
horrendous piece of legislation. 

However, I don’t believe 
in throwing the baby out with 
the bathwater over one mis¬ 
guided, in my opinion, vote, and 
I need to weigh Mr. Boldyga’s 
voting record against this single 
lapse in judgment. I look forward 
to a lively and spirited campaign 
for the state representative seat. 

Ron LaRiviere 

Feeding Hills 
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YESTERDAY'S HOMETOWN NEWS 


OBITUARY 


Transitions, the 2000 Yearbook 


T he Class of ’63 had four class 
officers, just like all the other 
Brownies. Three of our four no 
longer live around here and haven’t 
been much help for re¬ 
unions. Our class treasurer, 

John Litchfield, still lives 
in Agawam and has really 
helped with handling the 
money and the printing of 
our 50th reunion book. John 
married his high school 
sweetheart, Lynn (Kupec) 

’64. They have two sons and 
two granddaughters. Now 
it’s retirement time, John 
from his executive position 
in the travel industry and Lynn from 
teaching in the history department 
at Agawam High School. A move to 
a Westfield retirement community 
is in the works, so it is downsizing 
time. Good for this column, because 
John and Lynn gave me 20 AHS year¬ 
books. Eleven of them I didn’t have, 
and the other nine can be used for 
trading. My entire collection from 
1927 forward will someday go to the 
library or the Historical Association. 

The Litchfield’s 2000 AHS year¬ 
book is titled “Transitions,” not Sa¬ 
chem. Maybe Mike Marieb can help 
here to find out if that was a one-time 
change or not. A quick count of se¬ 
niors came up to about 280, far less 


than the over 400 back in 1980. Ten 
pictures on each page, all in color, 
all in casual clothes. Any familiar 
names? Right away was Elise Alfa- 
no, who lived across the 
street. The house is gone 
now but her mom Vicky is 
still in the area. John Bit- 
good — must be Michael’s 
son. Brandon Blackak of 
Meadow Street. More fa¬ 
miliar names. Stephanie 
Ceccarini, Laura Charest, 
Brian Chechile, Frank De 
Caro, Dianna Di Stefano 
(she gave me some chicken 
eggs last year), Joe Divir- 
gilio, Victoria Fitchben (her parents 
moved to Florida), Karen Hadden, 
Scott Harlin, Scott Harris, Jennifer Ly¬ 
man, Dominic Montessi, three Pisano 
girls (Alesha, Allison and Katie), Matt 
Poirier, Brian St. Jean and Joe Valenti, 
to name a few. 

Some others may be second-gen¬ 
eration or third-generation Brownies. 
It’s hard to figure out. You can only 
guess, and if the mom was a Brownie, 
the last name could be totally unfa¬ 
miliar. Two girls’ names were easy to 
recognize — Raquel Rodriguez, who 
played Sunday night soccer with the 
boys back then. We were on the same 
team and she was better than some 
of the boys (and me). Kaitlin White is 



Kaitlin White Raquel Rodriguez 


Jim and Candy’s daughter that I have 
watched since she was a toddler. 

The sports section of the “Transi¬ 
tions” had two surprising sections. The 
first-year boys volleyball team, led by 
coach Pat Demers, had a 16-4 record 
and made the tournament. That could 
have been the best record ever by a first- 
year AHS team. The cheerleading team 
led by Coach Kim Hebert won the state 
championship and went to Florida to 
compete in the nationals. If you think 
cheerleading is not a sport, you proba¬ 
bly haven’t watched it in a long time. 

Most of the faculty I recognized 
have retired. Forever in our heart will 
be Don Charest, Jack Fahey, Carol 
Grady and Don Dorazio. 

Walt Willard went to AHS and 
taught math there for 16 years. He can 
he reached at 413-786-7924. Walt loves 
your feedback and any and all informa¬ 
tion or tidbits you can offer. 



ADMIN FILES 

Eric Gillis, police chief 


By Joanne Brown 

Police Chief Eric Gillis is a town 
native who graduated from Agawam 
High School and went on to Holyoke 
Community College, Curry College, 
and Westfield State University for 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in 
criminal justice. Living in Agawam 
with his wife and two children, he 
worked his way up on the local force 
from patrolman until he was hired as 
chief in 2014. 

In his role as chief, he is particular¬ 
ly glad to see progress within the de¬ 
partment, although often impatient 
when it doesn’t happen fast enough. 
Agawam has added five officers since 
he took over, for which Gillis is grate¬ 
ful, as the needs of the town have in¬ 
creased greatly. Additionally, there 
has been an increase in equipment 
carried in patrol cars; for example, 
Narcan for drug overdoses and Tasers 
for “use of force” incidents. 

The department currently has 56 
police officers, including the chief, 
three lieutenants, seven sergeants, 
regular patrolmen and -women, and 
three officers assigned to the up¬ 
per-level public schools. In order to 
fill open positions on the force, Aga¬ 
wam must send officers to the region¬ 
al academy to train. However, due to 
a lack of funding from the state, train¬ 
ing slots are few, so candidates have 
to wait for available openings, caus¬ 
ing long periods of time to complete 
the process and get officers on patrol. 
Gillis points out that Massachusetts 
ranks 49th among all states in allocat¬ 
ing money to train officers. 

All current officers take refresher 
courses. Training to improve the pro¬ 
tocol for active shooter situations has 



PHOTO BY JOANNE BROWN 


become very important lately, as have 
procedures to follow for traffic stops, 
which can be especially dangerous 
as the officers have no idea of who is 
in the car or what his or her state of 
mind might be. 

One of his new programs Gillis 
has found helpful is the Community 
Interaction Initiative. Officers stop 
to talk to residents all over town, so 
they pick up valuable information as 
well as have contact with good citi¬ 
zens. Such contact reinforces to the 
officers that most residents are caring 
and law-abiding, which helps them 
maintain a positive attitude to avoid 
burnout. Another innovation is a drop 


box in the front of the police station 
into which residents can put unused 
prescription drugs for safe disposal. 

Gillis notes that society’s view of 
policemen today is very different from 
when he started. A growing lack of re¬ 
spect is evident even in areas without 
so-called urban problems. He points 
out that his department recorded 
24,000 calls in 2017, many of which 
involve visitors to Six Flags. He says 
laws have substantially relaxed over 
the last decade, and courts often let 
multiple offenders go. One of his par¬ 
ticular frustrations with his job is that 
he works out a meticulous budget, 
which is frequently cut, and then he 
has to find a way to deal with less. He 
hopes some long-range planning will 
help alleviate such problems. 

Gillis currently serves as first vice 
president of the Western Massachu¬ 
setts Chiefs of Police Association, an 
organization that meets monthly to 
discuss common concerns and to 
share information and experiences. 
His leadership of that group reflects 
his constant work to keep Agawam up 
to date and as safe as possible. 

Part of a regular series of profiles on 
the heads of town departments in Aga¬ 
wam. 
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Dorothy A. Rosati, 94; owned 
John’s Trucking with husband 

Dorothy A. Rosati, 94, of Agawam, passed away 
peacefully Thursday, June 7, at home surrounded by her 
loving family. 

Born March 28,1924, in Hartford, she was a daughter 
to the late Victor and Margaret (Dar¬ 
by) Chelefou. She was a graduate of 
Technical High School in Springfield. 

She and her late husband John 
Felix Rosati, moved to Agawam in 
1946. Together with the help of her 
husband, they started, owned and 
operated John’s Trucking in Agawam 
for over 70 years. She was a communi¬ 
cant of St. John the Evangelist Church 
in Agawam, where she was a member 
of the Catholic Women’s Club. She 
also enjoyed bowling and spending 
time with her family. 

She is survived by her sons, John V 
Rosati and wife, Margaret and Thom¬ 
as J. Rosati and wife, Kristi, all from 
Agawam; six grandchildren; four 
great-grandchildren; and other loving relatives and 
friends. In addition to her husband and parents, she 
was predeceased by her daughters, Cheryl Polak and 
Darlene Shea. 

Funeral services for Dorothy were held June 12 
from Colonial Forastiere Funeral Home, Agawam, with 
a Liturgy of Christian Burial in St. John the Evangelist 
Church, Agawam. Burial followed beside her husband 
in Springfield Street Cemetery, Feeding Hills. For online 
condolences, please visit www.forastiere.com. 
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Traffic backs up entering Agawam on the Morgan-Sullivan Bridge 
last year. The bridge will be replaced in a four-year project start¬ 
ing this year. FILE PHOTO 


BRIDGE I from page 1 

jacent to the West Spring- 
field side of the bridge. 

Sapelli said he doesn’t 
think the contractor will 
have enough time in Octo¬ 
ber and November to get 
much done before closing 
the construction site for the 
winter. 

“I don’t think they’re 
going to do any heavy con¬ 
struction [this year], I think 
it’s going to be just setup,” 
Sapelli said. 

Construction will pause 
during the Big E every year, 
allowing as many lanes as 
possible to be open during 
the region’s largest tourist 
event. 

The project will entire¬ 
ly replace the 1945 bridge 
that carries Route 147 over 
the Westfield River, linking 
Memorial Avenue in West 
Springfield to the intersec¬ 
tion of Main, Springfield 
and Suffield streets in Aga¬ 
wam. 

Bridge and road designs 
were the subject of several 
public hearings in Agawam 
and West Springfield over 
the past couple years. 

“We have appreciat¬ 
ed the input and support 
from our municipal part¬ 
ners and are pleased to 
move forward with this 
project which will replace 
this structurally deficient 
bridge and add many new 
accommodations, includ¬ 
ing dedicated vehicle turn¬ 
ing lanes, separated bicycle 
lanes, and increased ca¬ 
pacity on both sides of the 
bridge to improve travel,” 
state Highway Administra¬ 
tor Jonathan Gulliver said 
in a statement. 

As part of the project, 
the state also plans to 
widen and re-engineer the 
two intersections at either 
end of the bridge, as well 
as the nearby intersection 
of Springfield and Walnut 
streets in Agawam. The 
bridge and the three inter¬ 
sections will be provided 
with new crosswalks and 
separated bike lanes. On 
the bridge itself, the bicycle 
lane will be separated from 
automobile traffic by a curb 
and a railing. 

The Main-Spring- 

field-Suffield intersection 


will be widened, requiring 
land takings from com¬ 
mercial properties along 
Springfield Street. Traffic 
approaching Agawam on 
the new bridge will form 
three lanes, rather than 
the current two, with ded¬ 
icated lanes for right turns 
onto Springfield Street, left 
turns onto Main Street and 
through traffic to Suffield 
Street. 

Cars approaching the 
bridge from Springfield 
Street will form two left- 
turn lanes, with a third 
lane for both through and 
right-turning traffic. North¬ 
bound Suffield Street traffic 
will have two lanes, one of 
them a left-turn-only lane. 
Traffic from Main Street 
will form three lanes, one 
turning right onto the 
bridge, one going straight 
onto Springfield Street and 
one turning left onto Suff¬ 
ield Street. 

Left-turn lanes will also 
be provided at the ends 
of Walnut Street and Wal¬ 
nut Street Extension, and 
on Springfield Street ap¬ 
proaching that crossing 
from both sides. A separat¬ 
ed bike lane will connect 
Walnut Street Extension to 
the bridge, running along 
the south side of Spring- 
field Street, crossing Main 
and Suffield streets and 
continuing along the east¬ 
ern (downstream) side of 
the bridge. 

Although the state ex¬ 
pects to keep at least one 


lane open in each direc¬ 
tion during the construc¬ 
tion project, local officials 
expect it will cause delays 
and prompt commuters to 
seek alternate routes. The 
nearest detour to the Mor¬ 
gan-Sullivan Bridge would 
be the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Bridge through 
the Mittineague and North 
Agawam neighborhoods. 

Commuters consider 
that bridge unreliable — 
and Agawam emergency 
vehicles avoid it altogeth¬ 
er — because the West 
Springfield side of it is 
sometimes blocked, for up 
to 90 minutes at a time, by 
parked freight trains. 

Sapelli and his West 
Side counterpart, May¬ 
or William Reichelt, said 
this week that they are 
still working on convinc¬ 
ing CSX, which owns the 
railroad track and freight 
yard in West Springfield, 
to help the towns install 
early-warning signs on 
Springfield Street in Aga¬ 
wam and Westfield Street 
in West Springfield, al¬ 
lowing drivers to see if the 
bridge is blocked before 
they detour into the neigh¬ 
borhood. 

Neither the towns nor 
the state has the authority 
to order CSX not to block 
the road. Railroad cross¬ 
ings are regulated by the 
federal government. 

There is only one other 
direct connection between 
the neighboring towns, 
the Route 5 highway from 
the South End Bridge and 
Agawam Rotary, at the far 
eastern edge of town, to 
Riverdale Street in West 
Springfield. 


LOCAL 



Family fun for 4th at Hope Church 


Hope Community Church’s annual 
Fourth of July Family Fun Fest will take 
place from 5 to 8 p.m. at its hilltop prop¬ 
erty at 152 S. Westfield St., Feeding Hills. 

The event will be a partnership with 
local emergency responder agencies, 
Granger School, and sponsorships by 


local businesses. There will be bounce 
houses, a dunk tank featuring local pop¬ 
ular personalities, concessions, music, a 
huge tag sale, and games and activities 
for all ages. For more information about 
the church, visit www.hopecommunity- 
churchagawam.org. 


CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 


7 p.m. Monday, June 18 
Roberta Doering School 
68 Main St., Agawam 

A. Roll call 

B. Moment of Silence and the Pledge of Alle¬ 
giance 

C. Citizen’s Speak Time 

D. Minutes 

1. Regular Council Meeting — June 4, 2018 

E. Declaration of council president 

F. Presentation of Resolutions 

1. TR-2018-35 — A Resolution adopting the 
Fiscal Year 2019 Annual Operating Budget for the 
Town of Agawam (Mayor) 

2. TR-2018-38 — A Resolution appropriating 
from the Community Preservation Fund and autho¬ 
rizing the expenditure of Community Preservation 
Funds for an update to the historic inventory (CPA) 
(Referred to Community Relations Committee) 

3. TR-2018-39 — A Resolution authorizing the 
reservation and appropriation of funds from the 
Community Preservation Fund (CPA) 

4. TR-2018-40 — A Resolution authorizing 
the appropriation to fund deficits in Snow and Ice 
Overtime and Equipment Rentals Snow Accounts 
($177,544.09) (Mayor) (Referred to Finance Com¬ 
mittee) 

5. TR-2018-41 — A Resolution transferring 
funds to the CATV PEG Access and Cable Related 
Fund and appropriating funds to support cable re¬ 
lated expenditures (Mayor) (Referred to Legislative 
Committee) 

6. TR-2018-42 — A Resolution appropriating 
Twenty Two Thousand, Six Hundred and Forty Sev¬ 
en Dollars ($22,647.00) from Free Cash for the 
Funding of Temporary Salaries and Contractual 
Services for the Agawam Municipal Golf Course 
(Mayor) (Referred to Finance Committee) 

G. Report of council committees 

FI. Elections 

I. Public hearings 

1. T0R-2018-6 (PH-2018-5) — An Ordinance 
amending the Code of the Town of Agawam Chap¬ 
ter 149 entitled “Smoking and Tobacco Products” 
(Mayor) (One of two readings) (Referred to Legis¬ 
lative Committee) 

2. ZC-2018-2 (PH-2018-6) — Petition for Zone 
Change by Owners, Thomas F. Reidy II and Sherry 
M. Reidy for property located at 466 South Westfield 
St. from Agricultural to an Age Restricted Housing 
District (Residence A-5). Referred to Planning Board 
for their Public Hearing on June 21, 2018 — City 
Council Public Hearing set for July 9, 2018. 

J. Old business 

TOR-2018-8 — An Ordinance to amended Sec¬ 
tion 49-7(c) of the Code of the Town of Agawam 
(Mayor) (Two of two readings) (Referred to Legisla¬ 
tive Committee) 

2. TO-2018-13 — Budgetary Transfer of 
$20,000.00 from the Firearms Qualification 
(#12101-51130) and $50,000.00 from the Uni¬ 
form Allowance (#12101-51070) to Longevity 
(#12101 -51400) for a total transfer of $70,000.00 
(Mayor) (Referred to Finance Committee) (Tabled 
6/4/18) 


3. T0R-2018-9 — An Ordinance amending 
Chapter 33 of the Code of the Town of Agawam 
(Mayor) (Two readings required) 

4. TOR-2018-10 — An Ordinance authorizing 
the acceptance of General Laws Chapter 44, Sec¬ 
tion 53F 3 A which establishes a Special Revenue 
Fund known as “The PEG Access and Cable Relat¬ 
ed Fund) (Mayor) (Two readings required) (Referred 
to Legislative Committee) 

5. TO-2018-16 — Budgetary Transfer of 
$7,675.00 from Fire - Science College (#12201- 
51120) and $10,000.00 from Regular Temporary 
(#12201-51020) and $5,000.00 from Regular 
Salary (#12201-51010) to Employee Benefits Buy 
Back (#16602-51040) (Mayor) (Referred to Fi¬ 
nance Committee) 

6. TO-2018-17 —Voucher List in the amount 
of $1,188.00 for BoardPaq annual invoice (City 
Council) 

7. TO-2018-18 — Budgetary Transfer of 

$15,000.00 from Law Regular Temporary 
(#11511-51020) to Law Department Profession¬ 
al Services (#11512-52190) (Mayor) (Referred to 
Finance Committee) 

8. TO-2018-19 — Budgetary Transfer of 

$9,850.00 from Line Item Reserve Fund (#16605- 

57300) to Professional Services (#16602-52190) 
(Mayor) (Referred to Finance Committee) 

9. TO-2018-20 — Budgetary Transfer of 

$20,000.00 from Highway Grounds Building Main¬ 
tenance (#14202-52020) to Highway Electricity 
& Heat (#14202-52110) for $5,000.00 and MV 
Maintenance Electricity & Heat (#14902-52110 
for $5,000.00 and Wastewater Electricity & Heat 
(#22542-52110) for $5,000.00 and Water Elec¬ 
tricity & Heat (#60142-52110) for $5,000.00 
(Mayor) (Referred to Finance Committee) 

10. TO-2018-21 — Budgetary Transfer of 
$6,000.00 from Reserve Fund (#16605-57300) to 
Sewer & Water (#16602-52490) (Mayor) (Referred 
to Finance Committee) 

11. TO-2018-22 — Budgetary Transfer of 
$12,000.00 from Reserve Fund (#16605-57300) 
to Medicare Insurance (#16603-57040) (Mayor) 
(Referred to Finance Committee) 

12. TO-2018-23 — Budgetary Transfer of 
$2,000.00 from Fringe Benefits (#16603-52350) 
and $70,000.00 from Unemployment Claims 
and $106,000.00 from Property & Liability In¬ 
surance (#16603-57500) for a total transfer of 
$178,000.00 to Medical Claims (#16603-57060) 
and Medicare Insurance (#16603-57040) (Mayor) 
(Referred to Finance Committee) 

13. TO-2018-24 — Budgetary Transfer of 
$9,604.87 from various Golf Accounts to various 
Golf Accounts (Mayor) (Referred to Finance Com¬ 
mittee) 

14. ZC-2018-1 — Petition for Zone Change by 
Owner, Salmar Realty, Inc., for property located at 
779 and 0 Suffield Street from Residence A-2 and 
Agricultural to Business A - Applicant wishes to 
withdraw - vote to remove from Agenda 

K. New business: Unavailable at press time. 

L. Any other matter that may legally come before 
the City Council 

M. Adjournment 


CORRESPONDENT 

OPPORTUNITIES 


Turley Publications seeks Experienced 

Writers/Journalists to produce news and/ 
or feature stories of local interest for various 
towns and cities. 

• Must be dependable, professional and able to 
meet strict deadlines 

• Photography skills and own camera a plus 

• Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo 

Send writing samples with resume to 

Aimee Henderson, Executive Editor 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
Or email directly to ahenderson@turley.com 

Turle y?- 

Publications, Inc. 

www.turley.com 


PALMER OFFICE 


STAFF WRITER SOUGHT FOR 
CHICOPEE AND LUDLOW 

The Chicopee Register and The Register, weekly community 
newspapers, are seeking a staff writer to report local news in 
Chicopee and Ludlow. Applicants must be dependable, have a 
passion for community journalism, feature reporting, editing, 
social media; be able to cover evening meetings and meet 
strict deadlines. The successful candidate will maintain cultural, 
political, educational and municipal relationships within their 
respective territory. Photography skills and own camera a plus. 
This is a full-time position. We will consider less experienced 
applicants, but a journalism degree is desired. 

Three writing samples required with resume: 

Rich Wirth, Editor 

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
Or email directly to rwirth@turley.com 

Turley ?> 

Publications, Inc. 

www.turley.com 


SPORTS 

CORRESPONDENTS 


& PHOTOGRAPHERS 


Turley Publications is looking to add Sports 
Correspondents and Photographers to its 

team to provide coverage of local sports for multiple 
regions. 


Applicants should have an understanding of a 
wide-range of sports and have a degree in English, 
journalism or communications. Applicants must be 
dependable, have a command of AP Style and be able 
to meet strict deadlines. 


Please email resume and three writing or 
photography samples directly to Greg Scibelli at 
sports@turley.com 


Turle y? 

Publications, Inc. 

www.turley.com 
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The Class of 2018 officers, from left, Meagan Arslanian (secretary), Nil Patel (treasurer), Sadie Parrotta (president), and 
Matthew Rowe (vice president), led seniors during their final year in their journey to graduation. 


Sasha Torres (left) and classmates Christina Richard and Audrey Shuart (right) 
couldn’t wait to tear off the cellophane wrapper on their yearbooks so they could 
start flipping through the pages. PHOTOS BY MIKE LYDICK 



AHS graduates look ahead to new challenges 


By Mike Lydick 

aan@turley.com 

M eagan Arslanian is excited 
about making her own plans 
for her future now that she’s 
graduated from high school. But that 
excitement is tinged with some sad¬ 
ness at losing some of the things she 
enjoyed about AHS during the past 
four years. 

“This is my first taste of freedom,” 
said Arslanian who joined her class¬ 
mates at a breakfast for seniors just 
days before they graduated. “I’ve made 
some really good school friends and I 
will miss them. Many are going off to 
college, so I won’t see them again.” 

Arslanian, who will be studying 
cosmetology at Springfield Technical 
College in the fall, added that it’s hard 
to lose the friendships she’s made. 

“I will miss being a part of the high 
school scene,” she said. 

She added that she decided to 
make her senior year “her year.” She 
served as class secretary, was a mem¬ 
ber of the National Art Honor Society 
and is a member of the Agawam St. 
Patrick’s colleen’s court. 

“It’s hard to lose all of that, but I 
love doing make-up and hair, so my 
career choice is an opportunity to do 
what I want to do. I’m looking forward 
to helping people feel comfortable in 
their own skin,” she said. 

Many other seniors at the break¬ 
fast expressed similar sentiments 
about bidding farewell to AHS, as well 
as their friends and teachers. They at¬ 
tended a traditional senior breakfast 
in the cafeteria, where soon-to-be- 
graduates picked up their yearbooks, 
caps and gowns, school records and 
graduation tickets. It was the final 




Bilal Awkal and Kiley Dugan check out 
their class yearbook during last week’s 
senior breakfast. 

time the entire class of 2018 was to¬ 
gether before graduation. 

John Wright and Derek Lafreniere 
developed a close friendship at AHS. 
Now they’re heading in different di¬ 
rections. Wright is joining the Ma¬ 
rines and Lafreniere is going to AIC to 
study physical therapy. 

“For the past four years, we’ve 
spent nine months going to lunch 
together every day. After graduation 
we’re going our separate ways.” 

Natalie Dean is excited about go- 


Summer Boucher and Natalie Dean show 
off the ceramic coffee mugs the Class of 
2018 received as a memento of their time 
at Agawam High School. 

ing to Holyoke Community College in 
the fall to study forensic science. She 
said she will miss her friends and hav¬ 
ing a “natural” routine every day. 

“Now I’m starting adulthood. I’m 
not nervous about my future. I’m 
more excited than anything — it’s a 
new challenge for me. But I will miss 
my friends and the connections I 
made here at AHS.” 

Sasha Torres is looking forward to 
gaining her independence, freedom, 
and more time to sleep. “I’m a little 
nervous, but this is part of life — I go 
with the flow,” added Torres, who will 
be attending the Massachusetts Art 
Institute. She will major in education 
and plans a career as a teacher. 

Summer Boucher, who wants to be 
nurse and will attend HCC, said she’s a 
“little nervous” about going to college. 

SENIORS I page 8 


ESCAPE TO THE COAST OF MAINE 

Cozy one bedroom waterfront cottage overlooking 
Five Islands Harbor in Georgetown, Maine. 


• Walk to town wharf for 
lobster and ice cream 


• Reid State Park's beau¬ 
tiful beaches are a short 
five minute drive 


Prime summer weeks 
available 



Friends John Wright and Derek Lafreniere are headed in different 
directions — Wright to the Marines and Lafreniere to AIC. 



The Class of 2018 ate breakfast together in an annual tradition. 


Veteran looking to place 
a trailer or small cabin on 
your land in exchange 
for rent or chores. 
Help a vet help themselves. 

Call 413-391-7043 

Leave a message. 


NOTICE 

ERRORS: Each advertis¬ 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in¬ 
sertion, nor will be li¬ 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu¬ 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 
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Seniors 
picked up 
their year¬ 
books, caps 
and gowns, 
graduation 
tickets, and 
personal re¬ 
cords in the 
high school 
cafeteria 
last week. 
They also 
got a hot 
breakfast. 

PHOTO BY 
MIKE LYDICK 



Top academic graduates 

Agawam High School recognized 10 students from the Class of 2018 for their grade- 
point averages over four years of high school. The top student, David Javadian, earned 
valedictorian honors; Khush Patel, with the second-highest GPA, was named salutatorian. 




David Javadian, 
valedictorian 


Khush Patel, 
salutatorian 


Nicholas Lamari, 
third 


Jenna Gravel, 
fourth 


Sonia Rubeck, 
fifth 



AGAWAM HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 


Aviella Abramchuk*, Anthony James Adams, 
Drilona Ahmeti, Mergim Ahmeti, Giovanni Alexi Al- 
bano, Joseph James Allivato, Camille Anne Aloisi*, 
Gino Anthony Aloisi, Karla Michelle Alvarado, Lenox 
Kim Thu Alves*, Juliana Carina Amato, Nicholas 
Theodore Archambault, Meagan Taylor Arslanian, 
Brianne Noel Aubrey*, Bilal Maher Awkal; 

Morgan Rae Baker, Emily Grace Bartlett, Isabelle 
Lin Benoit, Ethan Joseph Bernier, Dylan Evan Berry, 
Alexander Ryan Bishop*, Nicholas David Black, Lau¬ 
ren Deborah Blackak, Benjamin James Blanchard, 
Jeremy Matthew Bogacz, Jessica Ann Bontiglio, Ja¬ 
cob Bradley Boucher, Summer Ann Boucher, Dominic 
Joseph Brignoli, Michael Anthony Brissette, Isabella 
Rose Brothers, Devin Mikal Broussard, Logan David 
Bulmer, Celina Marie Burke; 

Vincent Joseph Calabrese, Lauren Elizabeth Cal¬ 
lahan, Alexander Jordan Cappuccio, Michael Andrew 
Caracciolo, Michael John Carlin, Joshua Daniel Car¬ 
rier, Dillon Parker Carrington, Nicholas Torpey Casa- 
mento, Dillon Walker Cassidy, Adriana lharevna Chai¬ 
ka, Morgan Andrews Charette, Markus Chobotaru, 
Sophia Marie Chrisanthopoulos, Sabrina Rose Chris¬ 
tie, Dylan Mark Christy, Kaitlyn Rose Connery, Erin 
Katherine Consedine, Evgheni Constantinov, Cas- 
sondra Anne Cooley, Manuelle Andres Cordero Cales, 
Dominique Paige Counos*, Caitlin Marie Courtney*, 
Jason Edward Couture, Carley Gail Crane, Alicia Lynn 
Crochetiere, Alyson Christine Crochetiere, Samantha 
Victoria Cross, Caleigh Lynn Croteau*, Carlos Samuel 
Cruz, Kyle Joseph Currier, Santino Anthony Curto*; 

Isabel Marie De Marco, Natalie Marie Dean, 
Daniel Denisenko, Evan Diduk, Zachary Ryan Dion*, 
Nicole Kelly Dobrowolski, Nicole Eileen Dougherty, 
Matthew Joseph Dube, Kiley Elizabeth Dugan, Paige 
Lynn Edwards, Felicia Marie Elias; 

Nicholas Vincent Faillace, Jonathan Robert Farrell, 
Amanda Marie Faucher, Kristen Paige Fellion, Kat¬ 
erina Sophia Fenney, Samantha Taylor Fett, Amber 
Marie Fillion, Rachel Patricia Florence*, Cody Richard 
Flynn, Emma Marie Fogarty*, Brett Roger Forgette, 
Emily Elizabeth Fountain, Evan Henry Frappier, Jacob 
Jay Frederick, Nicholas Paul Frigo, Grace Caroline 
Frogameni*, Brianna Ashley Fryer; 

Jesse Gagnon, Camren Soren Gallegos, Michael 
Anthony Gamelli, Danyyel Vitalyevich Ganovskyy, 
Kyle Harrison Garner, Hannah Mae Gates, Adam 
Jeffrey Gauthier, Brianna Ashley Gaynor, Joshua Ray 
Gillman, Sarah Renee Gingras, Jacob Scott Gogal, 
Tylor Justin Goodell, Leah Elizabeth Gordon, Jenna 
Marie Gouvan, Brianna Marie Goyette, Ryan Joseph 
Graham, Steven William Grasso, Jenna Lisette Grav¬ 
el*, Emily Laine Greeson, Thomas Edward Grenier*, 
Ethan Thomas Gulla, Gabrielle Lynn Guyette Holben; 

Lindsay Jeanne Hartmann, Bella Barbara-Jeanne 
Hastings, Callum Boyd Hastings, Dakota Skye Haupt, 
Jonathan Mark Heelon, Joseph Paul Hendrickson*, 
Noah Daniel Hiersche, Dominic Savio Manzi Higiro, 
Andy Ho, Abbie Elizabeth Hoban, Paige Addison Hol¬ 
lander*, Quinnlyn Sharon Hunt, MaryRose Elizabeth 
Hutchins; 

David Anatoliy Ignatyuk, Domenic Alfred Ingham, 
Matthew Alan Iserman, Karli Taylor James, David Ja¬ 
vadian, Joseph Charles Johnston, Cassandra Elizabeth 
Jones*, Adam John Kerr, Kristina Leonidovna Kinchak*, 
Kyler Michael Kisielewski, Sarah Ann Krafcik*; 


Derek Michael Lafreniere, Nicholas Jose Ma¬ 
ria Lamari, Nicole Leona Langevin*, Amy Margaret 
Langford, Cassidy Rose Laudato*, Haley Joanne Lau¬ 
dato, Kayla Marie Lauri, William Le, Cameron Dennis 
Lebeau, Jarrod Anthony Lemke*, Madison Elaine 
Lockwood, Jaheel Alexander Lopez Jr., Sara Joy 
Lubarsky*, Jack-Donald Walker Lucia, Jaden Kalli 
Luke*, Nicole Marie Luna*, Zhihong Luo; 

Kyle Kien Ma, Connor Dale MacClinchy, Andrew 
Paul MacDonald, Colin James Mahoney, Colin Wil¬ 
liam Mahoney, Nicholas Americo Malerba, Aldo Jo¬ 
seph Davilli Mancini, Noah Hunter Marcotte, Alyssa 
Elizabeth Martin, Shaun Joaquim Mateus, Adam Mi¬ 
chael Mazza, Sierra Morgan McDonald, Paul Robert 
Mellinger, Agnessa Sergeyeuna Melnik, Nicole Ann 
Mercadante, Elizabeth Rose Milliken*, Robert Gino 
Mirolli, Nathan Gerald Mitchell, Veronica Modirca, 
Alyssa Melina Montagna, Amanda Michelle Moquin, 
Joseph Paul Morassi, Karissa Lillian Morin; 

Jacob Lester Neal*, Nickolas Alphonse Negron, 
Carina Kiana Nesen*, Sarah Grace Newsome, Jim¬ 
my Nguyen, Gabrielle Hope Nolds, Caitlin Carol Nor- 
moyle*, Kamer Nuhiu, Mathew Raymond O’Keefe, 
Joseph Jason Oliver, Meagan Noelle Olson*, Maggie 
Marie O’Neal, Eliezer Otero, Ezequiel Otero, Zachary 
Christopher Ouimette; 

Aidan Lang Page, Deanna Grace Pahl*, Dario 
Domenico Papallo, Melissa Jean Paquette, Sadie 
Elizabeth Parrotta, Anthony Piccoli Passerini, Khush 
Rajnikant Patel*, Nil Vipulkumar Patel*, Logan Ethan 
Alexander Pearson, Collin James Pelchat, Domenic 
Paul Pellegrino, Connor Joseph Pender, Mia Kath¬ 
arine Perella, Yeleane Kiara Pica, Kyle Robert Pilon, 
Justin Taylor Poirier*, Katelyn Nicole Poirier*, Julia 
Nicolette Potter*; 

Alexis Lynne Ralph, Michael James Reardon, 
Darian Kyle Reaves, Nicholas Allen Rempp, Christina 
Michelle Richard, Grace Abigail Rinaldi*, Quinn Allan 
Robinson, Matthew Reid Rogalski, Matthew Anthony 
Rowe*, Sonia Isabel Rubeck*, Sarah Elizabeth Ruel, 
Alan Philippe Rybinski, Jonathan Tyler Rys, Cody 
Devon Rzonca; 

Ajon Richard Salvas, Jessica Anna Santaniello*, 
Teal Patrick Savoury, Jacob Thomas Sawyer, Lauren 
Elizabeth Shea, Audrey Lorraine Shuart, Nina Rose 
Signorelli, Peter Joseph Signorelli, Justin Louis Slat¬ 
er, Joseph Mark Slinsky, Laura Marie Snow*, Liam 
Patrick Sole, Collin Miller Sours, Joseph Michael 
Stevens, Quinne Delaney Stoddard, Jordan Vanes¬ 
sa Streete, Adam Douglas Struthers, Madison Leigh 
Surreira; 

Brianna Elizabeth Taft, Habiba Mohamed Tahoun, 
Angela Nicole Taliceo, Kaylee Hingyee Tang*, Kevin 
Kay Tang, Corey John Taylor, Mark Stephen Taylor II, 
Eliza Judith Timms*, Sashaeliza Marie Torres, Jimmy 
Truong Tran, Merve Turkmen, Michael Francis Urban, 
Benjamin Peter Vyce*; 

David Solomon Wheat, Jacob Ryan White, Ryan 
Clancy White, Brandon John Whitehead, Jake Thom¬ 
as Wieners, Brea Elin Wier*, Zachary John Williams, 
Mara Renee Winer, Theodore Spencer Woods, John 
Emmanuel Wright, Isabella Teresa Yacovone, Alina 
Yukhimets, Roman Aleksandrovich Yukhimets, Yuki 
Zheng. 

* denotes National Honor Society 




Meagan Olson, 
ninth 



Laura Snow, 
tenth 


Graduates entering the military 


At least seven 2018 graduates of Agawam High 
School will enlist in the United States armed forces, 
Principal Thomas Schnepp said this week. 

Anthony Adams and Quinn Robinson will join the 
U.S. Army; Darian Reaves and Brandon Whitehead 
the U.S. Air Force; and Aldo Mancini the U.S. Marine 
Corps. Zachary Dion will join the U.S. Marine Corps 
Reserve, and Teal Savoury the National Guard. 
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“It will be a lot different 
than being at AHS for four 
years,” she said. “College 
is more lenient than high 
school.” 

Kiley Dugan is looking 
forward to going to college, 
travelling, and getting a 
job as a biology researcher. 
Planning to double major in 
French and biology at Mount 
Holyoke College, she has no 
qualms about her future. 

“I’m pretty confident. 
What’s supposed to happen 
will happen,” she said. Her 
biggest regret about moving 
on: no longer having classes 
with her boyfriend. 

Dugan’s boyfriend, Bilal 
Awkal, is going to Westfield 
State University to study to 
be a neurosurgeon before 
going to med school. 

“I’m excited about finish¬ 
ing high school and getting 
my wings for the real world,” 


he said. “I’m going to miss 
living my last years as a kid 
in high school before be¬ 
coming an adult.” 

Christina Richard plans 
to be a teen writer. She’s look¬ 
ing forward to having some 
summer fun before head¬ 
ing to the University of New 
Haven: “I’m not nervous at 
all — I Tn just excited about 
walking across the stage and 
getting my diploma.” 

While she will miss her 
friends and teachers, she’s 
looking forward to meeting 
new friends and having new 
learning opportunities is 
college. 

Yuki Zheng joined the 
class of 2018 when she en¬ 
tered AHS as a freshman 
after her family moved from 
New York City to Agawam. 
Although she’s excited to be 
moving back to New York 
to go to Baruch College as 
a marketing and business 
major, she’s anxious about 
getting a job after college. 


“It’s a tough field and I’m 
a little worried that I won’t 
get hired,” she said. “But, I 
made a lot of friends at AHS 
and I had good teachers.” 

Lindsay Hartmann is ex¬ 
cited about the change that 
awaits her this fall. “I’m ex¬ 
cited — but still a little ner¬ 
vous — about going to col¬ 
lege.” She will be attend AIC’s 
nursing program. “It will be 
a change I’ll have to get used 
to, learning a new routine 
and making new friends.” 

Audrey Shuart is a little 
apprehensive about starting 
college, but she has a strate¬ 
gy to cope with her nervous¬ 
ness: “I’m focusing on my 
new, exciting future rather 
than dwelling on my anxiety’ 
Shuart is excited to start 
her new life at Mount Holy¬ 
oke College, where she will 
major in English. 

“I’m looking forward to 
meeting new people, mak¬ 
ing new friends, and discov¬ 
ering new things,” she said. 



Congratulations 


"Agawam 
Class of 2018" 

From Your Family. 
You did it. 

On to 

Coastal Carolina 
University in 
South Carolina! 




Don’t be trapped by 
other people’s thinking. 
Don’t let others’ 
opinions drown out 
your inner voice. 
Most important, 
have the courage 
to follow your heart 
and intuition. 

Love, Dad 
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Posing for a photo are, from left, Emily Bartlett, Mia Perella, Adri¬ 
ana Chaika and Kristina Kinchak. PHOTOS BY MIKE LYDICK 



Soon-to-be graduates Karissa Morin, left, and Felicia Elias got in a 
quick hug before heading inside. 



mates, from left, Kristen Fellion, Grace Rinaldi, and Sara Lubarsky 
for some last-minute conversation before graduation started. 



Seniors Sabrina Christie, left, and Sarah Ruel share a quiet mo¬ 
ment together while waiting for graduation to start. 





T 111 




Above, Josh Gill- 
man, A.J. Salvas, 
Gio Albano, Ga- 
brielle Nolds and 
Michael Reardon 
gathered for a quick 
photo just before 
their class marched 
into Springfield 
Symphony Hall. 

At left, Alicia Cro- 
chetiere, Alyson 
Crochetiere, Karla- 
Michelle Alvarado, 
and Merve Turk¬ 
men are all smiles 
waiting for their big 
moment to begin. 



Send your photo and wedding date to: 

BRIDAL GUIDE, Attention: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
or email: jamie@turley.com and be sure to put Bridal Photo in subject line. 


If you would like your photos returned please include a self-addressed stamped envelope. 

Photo must be received by June 29,2018. 



Daniel & Lisa Distler 

September 16,2017 


r — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — i 


Please include this 
information with photo: 


Name of Bride: 


Bride's Residence: 


Name of Groom: 


Groom's Residence: 


Date of Wedding: 


k — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — J 



Stephen Sikes & 
Jazmine Faith Neto 

Belchertown/Granby 
October 2018 
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Carlos Cruz, Elizer Otero, Kramer Nuhiu, Adam Struthers, and Ezequiel Otero, left to right, gathered for a photo before 
graduating and going their separate ways. PHOTOS BY MIKE LYDICK 



AHS seniors, from left, Izzy Yacovone, Emily Greeson and Isabelle Benoit felt like 
they were on top of the world as they waited for graduation ceremonies to start. 



The brown-and-gold clad graduates sing “The Star-Spangled Banner.” 


GRADS I from page 1 

commencement. 

He added that time “seemed 
to fly past us at a million miles 
per hour” in their final year of 
classes. Javadian said the true 
value of their time in class is “be¬ 
yond a piece of fancy paper” and 
lies in the “amazing things” they 
accomplished through their own 
hard work. 

“Every one of us found our 
niche in the school, and we used 
it to define our path. All of us gave 
our time and energy to better our¬ 
selves and cross the finish line,” 
he said. The children who started 
their journey together in kinder¬ 
garten, Javadian added, are now 
adults “primed and ready” for 
their adventures in the real world. 

“Some of us will continue on to 
new schools, where we will hone 
our skills to new levels. Some of 
us will enter the armed forces and 
bravely serve and defend our na¬ 
tion. Others will forge their own 
paths in the world, unique unto 
themselves,” he said. “Regardless, 
we can all look back to this day and 
see it as a milestone, a day that sep¬ 
arates our lives into the before and 
the after.” 

Javadian said while they all 
stand together at the door to the 
next adventure, none of them 
knows exactly where everyone 
has decided to go. “What I am ask¬ 
ing all of us to do, myself included, 
is to hit that track running. With 
whatever path life takes us down, 
it has always been our drive that 
makes us run it.” 

The Class of 2018, he stressed, 
must strive to go beyond, and 
sprint down the track to the best 
of their abilities.” It may not be 
easy, but sprinting down that 
track is exactly what we were 
taught to do.” 

Shaped by digital world 

The Class of 2018 is no strang¬ 
er to change. In fact, they could 
be considered “trailblazers of new 
traditions” for Agawam students, 
said class president Sadie Parrotta. 

“In 2010, we had the honor of 
being the first fifth grade class to 
attend the newly named Roberta 



Mayor William Sapelli presents Brian- 
na Taft with her diploma. 


G. Doering Middle School. In the 
junior high alone, we were the 
first class to participate in the 
now annual anti-bullying aware¬ 
ness campaign, the first class to 
take part in the Future Authors 
Program, and the first class to 
have the eighth grade 
semi-formal dance in 
over a decade,” said 
Parrotta in her ad¬ 
dress. 

“We were the first 
class to take our se¬ 
nior trip to Marthas 
Vineyard in 15 years. 

We will also now be 
Principal Schnepp’s 
first graduating class.” 

Parrotta said her 
class, born at the turn 
of the millennium, has 
been shaped by the 
digital world. Their 
teen years have been 
thoroughly archived 
on the Internet. Their 
social media profiles 
are self-portraits for 
future kids to one day 
stumble upon. Tech¬ 
nology has rendered 
the world they were 
born into but a faint 
memory — as are the 
CD collections they 
traded for digital li¬ 
braries filled with 
hundreds of MP3 files. 

“It’s our genera¬ 
tion that invented 
the language of the 
Internet and its so¬ 
cial etiquette. We are 
so accustomed to its codes and 
symbols that we don’t struggle to 
learn new apps or how to navigate 
new machines,” she added. 

“All of human knowledge is 
only ever a Google search away. 
Even our relationships with each 
other have become digitized. 
Our declarations of love are con¬ 
veyed over text messages, which 
is the same way we handle our 
break-ups.” 

Parrotta said her class went 
from Code Orange alerts to ALICE 
training and aren’t old enough to 
remember a world without terror¬ 
ism. “Right from the start of our 
lives, we have witnessed incredi¬ 
ble fear and incredible strength in 
the face of fear.” 


But the Class of 2018 hasn’t 
become numb to the horrors in 
the news cycle and won’t accept 
the status quo, she said. “We de¬ 
mand progress. We pursue a bet¬ 
ter world. We strive to become 
the best versions of ourselves; to 
make these positive 
changes happen. We 
are no strangers to 
change. We are the 
change. That’s a lot of 
pressure, but I think 
we can handle it.” 

Chase your dreams 

S alutatorian 
Khush Patel recalled 
that when he moved 
to Agawam, he was 
nervous and a little 
anxious as he began 
his journey with his 
class in junior high 
school. He didn’t 
know what to expect. 

“Many of the other 
schools I’ve attended 
haven’t been inviting 
to the timid outsider. 
I can safely say that 
Agawam gave me the 
warmest reception 
as a new student and 
welcomed me with 
open arms,” said Pa¬ 
tel in his address. 
“You let me be part 
of your class, share 
in both the good and 
the bad, and went 
out of your way to 
make me feel part of 
this community.” 

Patel said he might not have 
always “been the cool kid, with 
the coolest friends,” but he’s been 
true to his beliefs and values. 

“I put my educational experi¬ 
ence first, and I have a few close 
friends that I know will always be 
there for me,” he said. “I only hope 
that you are lucky enough to have 
people support you, like my fami¬ 
ly and friends have.” 

Telling his classmates that 
high school is the steppingstone 
for the future, he said their time at 
AHS helped determine who they 
are as individuals. 

“It helped us find our strengths 
and weaknesses,” he said. “It 
helped us define our own beliefs 
and values. It has shown us that 


if we don’t stand up for ourselves 
and others, no one will.” 

Patel added that the Class of 
2018 is prepared for their next 
phase — whether in college, the 
military or the workforce. In 
whatever they do, he said the les¬ 
sons learned in school will help 
shape their destiny. 

“You should never be afraid to 
chase your dreams. You should 
have the guts to go out and do 
what you want to do. Nothing can 
stop you from becoming success¬ 
ful,” said Patel. “Remember, doing 
what you love is the most import¬ 
ant thing in life. Believe in your¬ 
selves. Focus on being happy, and 
ignore the negative energy given 
off by others.” 

Make a difference 

Reflecting on his first year as 
AHS principal, Thomas Schnepp 
thanked the class of 2018 for mak¬ 
ing his first year a memorable one. 
He said it was a pleasure to be part 
of their high school journey. 

“Thank you for working so 
hard to be worthy graduates,” he 
said. “You have an exciting future 
ahead of you.” 

He said they woke up before 
the sun, studied long after mid¬ 
night, passed test after test, en¬ 
dured oral presentations that 
made them nervous, competed in 
big games, performed in concerts 
and plays with grace, and cheered 
their hearts out at pep rallies. 
Schnepp said the one thing that 
impressed him about this year’s 
graduating class is their per¬ 
sistent willingness to make a dif¬ 
ference in their community. 

“You did not quit giving 
back,” he said, “and I want to en¬ 
courage you to continue to look 
to serve others.” 

Steve Lemanski, in his first 
address to a graduating class as 
superintendent of schools, shared 
some words of encouragement to 
the soon-to-be graduates in his 
remarks. 

He said although graduation 
is an “an exciting moment” for se¬ 
niors and their families, members 
of the class of 2018 also may feel 
apprehensive about what the fu¬ 
ture holds in store for them. 

“Some of you foresee a clear 
path to your dreams and aspira¬ 
tions; whereas others are still try¬ 


ing to figure out who they are and 
what career they are best suited 
for,” said Lemanski. 

Deciding on a path, he added, 
is a very difficult task since no¬ 
body knows what the world will 
be like in the future. 

He said many seniors were 
born in the year 2000, a milestone 
year for many adults. 

“Most adults can remember 
exactly where they were and 
what they were doing that New 
Year’s Eve 18 years ago,” Lemans¬ 
ki said. “No one knew if the com¬ 
puters would work the next day 
or if the traffic lights would oper¬ 
ate. It was both a scary moment 
and a joyous one, as a whole new 
century opened up with unlimit¬ 
ed possibilities.” 

Looking back, Lemanski said 
no one could have predicted the 
rapid changes, especially in tech¬ 
nology, that have taken place 
during the past 18 years. 

“Therefore, it is unrealistic 
for you to know, with any cer¬ 
tainty, what direction to take 
in life,” he said. “Instead, focus 
on what will make you come 
alive and feel happy. You may 
not know the answer right now, 
but future knowledge and expe¬ 
riences will assist you with any 
goal that you set for yourself.” 

Step into adulthood 

William Sapelli began his ad¬ 
dress by saying that a year ago 
he spoke to the graduating class 
as the superintendent of schools. 
Now, he’s the chairman of the 
School Committee and the town’s 
mayor. He said that has changed 
his perspective. 

“As superintendent, I would 
encourage graduates to go out 
in to the world and spread their 
wings. Now, as mayor, my mes¬ 
sage is go out and spread your 
wings, but come back and buy a 
house in Agawam — we need the 
tax revenue,” he joked. 

Getting serious, he said the 
Class of 2018 should be under¬ 
standably proud for reaching this 
milestone in their educational 
journey. Sapelli added that al¬ 
though graduation day is one of 
the best days of their lives, and 
signifies they are ready to take the 
next step to become a responsible 
adult, it can make them feel hap¬ 
py and sad at the same time. 

“These two emotions are nor¬ 
mal,” he said. “You’re happy all 
your hard work during the past 
13 years is over, yet at the same 
time apprehensive because the 
future is a vast unknown. The 
trick to handling these two emo¬ 
tions is to think of graduation 
as the end of high school and 
the beginning of life, with all its 
surprises. No one can predict the 
future and determine how far we 
will go except ourselves.” 

Sapelli added that when he 
graduated from AHS in 1972, he 
had no idea that one day he would 
become the mayor. 

Sapelli said there is no better 
investment the town can make 
than in the education of its chil¬ 
dren. “The class of 2018 epitomiz¬ 
es our success,” he said. 



Valedictorian 
David Javadian 



Salutatorian 
Khush Patel 



Class President 
Sadie Parrotta 
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CLASS OF 2018 



Gabrielle Guyete-Holben and Dylan Berry celebrate the end of their high school jour¬ 
ney with a fist bump. PHOTOS BY MIKE LYDICK 



Drilona Ahmeti, left, and Lauren Callahan proudly display their AHS diplomas follow¬ 
ing graduation ceremonies on June 9. 




Above, it was a proud and happy day 
for seniors Camille Alosi, left, and 
Elizabeth Milliken. 


At left, Meagan Arslanian helps 
zip up the graduation gown for her 
friend Amber Fillion as they prepare 
to enter Springfield Symphony Hall 
for their graduation. 



Chieu Le takes a family photo of his son William in his cap and gown in front of Springfield’s Symphony Hall just 
before the Class of 2018 received their diplomas. With the soon-to-be-graduate are his mother Kieu Vo, left, his sister 
Hannah Gauthier, and his brother, Kevin Le. 


onavita Law Office 
Anthony C. Bonavita, Esquire 

1380 Main Street, Suite 410 
Springfield, MA 01103 

413 - 746-9800 

(Se Habla Espanol, preguntar por Marisol) 
anthonybonavita@hotmail.com 
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18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches 

Pine • Spruce • Hemlock • Cedar • Red, Black & Brown 

Find us on: 

Playground • Forest Blend • Topsoil • Seasoned Firewood facebook. 


Now Carrying Decorative Stone 


We are a mulch manufacturer, not a resaler of other people’s products. This means no middleman, 
and you save on the best product around. Come visit us on the web for great deals! 

413 - 569-2400 I 25 Sam West Road, Southwick, MAI 860 - 654-1975 
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Izzy Liquori sprints for the Grafton goal. PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELU 


Cassidy Patterson makes a throw toward the center of the offensive zone. 


No rust shown in return to tourney 


Oliver, Brownies, 
dispatch Grafton 
quickly in 1st round 

By Gregory A. Scibelli 

gscibelli@turley. com 

Since several Central Mas¬ 
sachusetts teams combined 
to join up with Western Mass, 
in the lacrosse tournament, it 
has often added a bit of mys¬ 
tery for teams like Agawam. 

Twice, Agawam has been 
defeated by Central Mass, 
teams in the tournament, de¬ 
spite being ranked higher in 
playoff seeds. 

Sometimes, coach Carla 
Lemah-Warner says, you do 
not know a ton about the com¬ 
petition since you do not see 
them in the regular season. 

But in the playoff opener 
last Friday afternoon for the 
Agawam High School girls la¬ 
crosse team, there were not 
issues as Agawam quickly 
moved ahead to the semifinals 
of the tournament with a 15-5 
drubbing of Grafton. 

No. 3 Agawam awaited Graf¬ 
ton’s result against No. 11 Am¬ 
herst, and went more than two 
weeks without playing a game. 




Above left, Ashley Hur¬ 
ley circles near the 
Grafton goal. 

Above, Emily Oliver tries 
to pick up a ground ball 
during Agawam’s June 
8 playoff opener against 
Grafton. 

At left, Eliza Timms 
picks up a ground ball 
and tries to make some 
ground ahead of a Graf¬ 
ton defender. 


LACROSSE I page 13 


Playoff 

matches 

renew 

rivalries 

By Nate Rosenthal 

sports@turley.com 

Since 2011, the Western 
Massachusetts Division 1 boys 
volleyball final has featured 
either Agawam or Westfield, 
and with the exception of 
2012, one of them has been 
crowned champion. This year 
it will have both. Agawam beat 
a resurgent Minnechaug squad 
three games to none to set up 
a date with Westfield, which 
beat Central. 

Said Kevin Pender, who 
took over at Agawam for the 
legendary Pat Demers in 2016, 
“I could not think of a better 
team to have to go through on 
the way to playing Westfield. 
Minnechaug is as good as it 
gets and while we may have 
beaten them, they gave us all 
we could handle.” 

Agawam is the second seed 
at 18-2 this season, having lost 
only to Westfield, the three¬ 
time defending champion. 
The Brownies have been no 
lower than third since 2008. 
They want to wrest the title 
away from Westfield and feel 
that this is the team that can 
do it. Agawam had won the 
two years prior and three out 
of four years. During that time 
each team has been a state 
champion — the Bombers in 
2017 and the Brownies in 2013. 
Now they get face off again. 

As for Minnechaug, 14-5, 
the 2018 campaign has been 
their best since 2009 and 2010 
when they made the finals in 
back to back years. In 2011, the 
Falcons qualified for the tour- 

VOLLEYBALL I page 13 


SOFTBALL 

Brownies show future promise despite quarterfinal loss 

By Gregory A. Scibelli 

gscibelli@turley. com 

It has actually been quite some time since 
Agawam and West Springfield has met up in 
a playoff game. 

The two teams are bitter rivals in the Val¬ 
ley League and have been for many years. 
League realignment kept the two teams in 
the same league once again. 

But you have to go back to 2009 the last 
time Agawam and West Springfield met in a 
playoff game. 

Fast forward nine years later, and the re¬ 
sult was the same, a three-run victory for the 
Terriers as West Springfield, the No. 5 seed, 
advanced to the semifinals of the Western 
Massachusetts Division 1 Tournament with 
a 6-3 win over No. 4 Agawam on Wednesday, 
June 3. 

SOFTBALL I page 16 



Above, Agawam centerfielder Emily Fountain picks up a ball on the bounce. At 
right, pitcher Sarah Ross delivers to the plate in her first playoff game. PHOTOS BY 
DANIELLE STRATTON 
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WOMEN'S SOCCER 


BOYS VOLLEYBALL 


Mutiny settle for draw 
after giving up early lead 


The New England Mutiny hosted the New 
York Surf at Agawam High School on June 9 
on a beautiful Saturday evening for soccer. 

The Mutiny (2-1-2) came out of the gates 
on the front foot against the Surf (1-3-2), 
but in the second half were left on their 
heels as the visitors rallied to turn a 2-0 
halftime lead in the eventual 2-2 draw. Af¬ 
ter an inspiring come-from-behind victory 
in their season opener against UWS East 
leaders Connecticut (3-2), New England 
has only registered one win in its last four 
and has surrendered a lead in two of three 
home games. 

“We’ve had four straight uninspiring 
performances now,” said Mutiny team own¬ 
er Joe Ferrara Jr. “We need to be better.” 

The Mutiny held the run of play in the 
first half and finally managed to out-weave 
the Surf defense, which had four players 
packed in tight in the center of the pitch. 
Forward Sydney Brackett was especially 
vibrant, forcing New York goalkeeper Col¬ 
leen Hickey to tip her shot to the cross bar 
in the 29th minute. Just a minute later, New 
England defender Elena Santos broke be¬ 
hind the Surf defense on the right flank and 
served in a low cross. Brackett hammered 
home her one-timer for the 1-0 lead. In the 
33rd minute, midfielder Melina Couzis got 
behind the defense and was fouled by Hick¬ 
ey. Team captain Kate Howarth cooly slot¬ 
ted home the penalty kick for the 2-0 score. 

As the second half wore on, New York 


slowly began to take control of the match. 
Surf forward Furtuna Velaj was strong at 
receiving the ball with her back to goal and 
bringing in her teammates for runs down 
the flanks. Mutiny keeper Lysianne Proulx 
was forced to make a great save in the 65th 
minute, tipping the ball to the bar and out 
for a corner kick. She forcefully corralled 
the ball on the corresponding corner kick. 
Two minutes later, a New York player broke 
the left flank and served in a dangerous 
cross that the New England defense could 
not contain and went over the line for an 
own goal. The Mutiny responded immedi¬ 
ately with scoring opportunities from mid¬ 
fielder Charlie Branch and Howarth. 

Surf goalkeeper Jamie Block parried 
away Howarth’s blast in the 70th minute 
to keep her team in the game. Seven min¬ 
utes later, New York tied the game courte¬ 
sy of Velaj. Proulx could only watch as she 
received the ball at the top of the penalty 
area and was allowed to turn and fire her 
shot inside the post for the game-tying 
goal. New England tried to get all three 
points and almost did in the 87th minute. 
Midfielder Yo Tachibana played Brackett in 
on goal with a nicely weighted pass, but the 
Mutiny could not finish the move and both 
teams settled for the draw. The good news 
for New England is that Connecticut lost its 
road game at the Inferno Rush, so the Muti¬ 
ny still hold on to second place in the UWS 
East alongside Rochester (2-1-2). 


YOUTH SOCCER 

Fall travel team tryouts next week 



Agawam players Joe Hendrickson, left, and Ben Vyce will be among the Brownie representatives 
in this year’s all-star game, photos by david henry / www.sweetdogphotos.com 


AHS sends 5 to all-star game 


HOLYOKE — Five of the 42 players se¬ 
lected for the Spalding All-Star Showcase 
Games next Thursday are players on Aga¬ 
wam’s varsity boys volleyball team. 

The event, at Longmeadow High 
School, will start with a three-set second 
team all-star match at 6:30 p.m. followed 
by a three-set first team match at 7:30 
p.m. Adult tickets are $10, with students 
and seniors $5. 

Admission to the All-Star Game also in¬ 
cludes a free future admission pass to the 
International Volleyball Hall of Fame Muse¬ 
um in Holyoke. The IVHF Western Massa¬ 
chusetts Player of the Year will also be an¬ 
nounced at the conclusion of the evening. 

“What a great way to celebrate the end 
of an amazing season of volleyball and 
put an exclamation point on 25 wonder¬ 


ful high school careers for the graduating 
seniors.” said IVHF Executive Director 
George Mulry. “It is truly an honor and 
a privilege to recognize the rising stars 
right here in our own backyard.” 

Selected players were chosen by the 
Western Massachusetts boys high school 
coaches. Westfield led all teams with 
eight total selections to the first and sec¬ 
ond teams, while Minnechaug and Aga¬ 
wam each had five. Agawam will be rep¬ 
resented by Joe Hendrickson, Ben Vyce, 
Roman Yukhimets, and Ben Yovenko on 
the first team. Stanley Nieves will be on 
the second team. 

For more information on the Spald¬ 
ing Western Massachusetts Boys High 
School All-Star Volleyball Showcase, vis¬ 
it volleyhall.org. 


The Agawam Soccer 
Association is holding try¬ 
outs next week for boys and 
girls travel teams for the fall 
2018 to spring 2019 season. 
The tryouts will be at the 
Robinson Fields on May¬ 
nard Street. 

There are two tryout ses¬ 
sions for each age bracket, 
and players are expected 
to attend both. Tryouts are 
scheduled for: 

• U8 and U10 girls, 5:30 
to 6:45 p.m. Monday and 
Wednesday, June 18 and 20 

• U9 girls, 5:30 to 6:45 
p.m. Wednesday, June 20, 
and 10-11:15 a.m. Sunday, 
June 24 


. Ull girls, 7-8:15 p.m. 
Tuesday and Wednesday, 
June 19 and 20 

. U12, U13 and U14 girls, 
7-8:15 p.m. Monday and 
Wednesday, June 18 and 20 

• U8 boys, 5:30 to 6:45 
p.m. Tuesday and Thursday, 
June 19 and 21 

• U9 boys, 5:30 to 6:45 
p.m. Tuesday, June 18, and 
10-11:15 a.m. Sunday, June 24 

• U10 boys, 5:30 to 6:15 
p.m. Thursday, June 21, and 
10-11:15 a.m. Sunday, June 24 

. Ull, U12, U13 and U14 
boys, 7-8:15 p.m. Tuesday 
and Thursday, June 19 and 21 

Check-in for all tryouts 
begins 30 minutes before 


the session begins. The Aga¬ 
wam Soccer Association 
plays in the Roots Soccer 
League, which is governed 
by U.S. Club Soccer and 
has teams ranging from U8 
(second grade) through U14 
(eighth grade). 

To register for tryouts, 
visit www.agawamsoccer. 
org and choose the “Regis¬ 
ter Online” or “ASA Regis¬ 
ter Here” option, then “Fall 
2018 Travel Soccer Tryout 
Registration.” There is no 
cost to register for tryouts. 

For more information, 
contact Jeff Heinze, regis¬ 
trar, at jheinzell4@com- 
cast.net or 413-575-6905. 


LACROSSE I from page 12 


Agawam wrapped up its regular season 
on Thursday, May 24, against rival Min¬ 
nechaug. The long lay-off was due to the 
MIAA delaying the end of the season by 
one week because of early season snow and 
rain postponements. Agawam, which plays 
on turf at home, encountered few issues, 
and no make-up games were necessary 
during the week of May 28 to June 1. 

Agawam also earned itself a first-round 
bye in the tournament thanks to being the 
No. 3 seed, with a 13-3 record. 

“It’s tough to go that long without play¬ 
ing,” said Warner. “But we did have one 
scrimmage where several alumni came 
back and played against our girls.” 

Agawam has been a 10-plus-win team 
every season for many years now, including 
so-called “rebuilding years.” Alumni talent 
likely presented a good challenge for Aga¬ 
wam’s present squad. 

When it came to Grafton, Warner did 
scout the team in one game, finding some 
speed for the visitors. 

But Emily Oliver was on fire on Aga¬ 
wam’s home turf. She scored eight goals. 
Izzy Liqouri added four goals, and Taylor 
DeGeorge added three goals and an assist. 


Eliza Timms contributed three assists. 

The pressure displayed by Agawam’s de¬ 
fense was also some of its best all season. 
The first half featured a lot of drops for 
Grafton with Agawam right there to pick 
up the ground balls. 

Agawam would eventually lead 12-2 at 
halftime, and rode the huge lead to a play¬ 
off win in the quarterfinals. 

The Brownies were set for a familiar re¬ 
match, with Minnechaug in the semifinals 
of the Central-West Division 1 Tournament. 
The game, originally scheduled for Wednes¬ 
day, June 13, was moved to Tuesday due to 
the weather forecast. If Agawam, which split 
with Minnechaug this season, is successful, 
they would be in the finals at a time and 
date to be determined. Visit www.miaa.net 
for updated brackets and game information. 


VOLLEYBALL I from page 12 


nament, but were ousted in the quarterfi¬ 
nals, but were shut out of the postseason 
in three of the next four years. It began to 
turn around in 2016 when they returned 
to the tournament. This season, the Fal¬ 
cons came in as the third seed. 

“Minnechaug is back in the discus¬ 
sion,” said coach Josh Griffith. “We did 
not have enough this year, but the im¬ 
provement of the guys has been great. 
I think we will be a force in the years to 
come.” Griffith, in his fourth year at the 
helm, was there for the last losing season 
in 2015 and has brought this team back. 

The results may make it look like the 
Brownies dominated the play. They won 
25-19, 25-19 and 25-17, but it was well 
into each of the sets before they took con¬ 
trol. Halfway through each, the margins 
were three to five points. 

The Brownies took a 2-1 lead in the 
opener and never trailed. The lead stayed 
between two and five when an ace by Ben 
Yovenko made it 10-4. The Falcons scored 
four of the next five to get it to 11-8. With 
Justin Lingenberg serving, Agawam scored 
five straight points, with a Joe Hendrick¬ 
son block making it 18-9. After a Yovenko 
kill, it was 22-12. The Falcons would not go 
quietly, making a late run to close to four 
at 23-19 on a John Cowles kill. After a Hen¬ 
drickson kill, it was game point. Lingen¬ 
berg served the game-winner. 

The Falcons led in the early going of the 
second set. Ben Vyce served for a 1-0 lead. 
An Ivan Korotich kill made it 2-1. After an 


Anthony Zeimbekakis kill made it 6-4 for 
Minnechaug, Agawam scored the next four. 
They would not trail again. The Brownies 
led 13-10 after a Roman Yukhimets kill and 
it was still three at 20-17 after a Cowles kill 
for the Falcons. The Brownies finished with 
a 5-2 run, punctuated by a pair of tips at the 
net by Hendrickson. 

A Cowles block gave the Falcons a 1-0 
lead in the third set and after Yovenko 
tied it, Tim Budrow made it 3-1 with a kill. 
Yovenko got the Brownies a 5-4 lead; Bud- 
row got it back at 7-6. The Brownies took 
the lead for good, winning the next three 
points, including a Yukhimets tip. Stanley 
Nieves was serving when the Brownies 
began to pull away to a 15-8 lead. After 
that, the teams traded points with 11 
straight side outs. The last Minnechaug 
point came on an ace by Budrow. The 
match came to an end on the next point, 
kill by Yovenko. 

The Brownies were scheduled to face 
Westfield on Wednesday night at Holyoke 
Community College. 
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Out & About 


Agawam Senior Center 


OUR CALENDAR SECTION is intended to promote free 
events, or those that directly affect a volunteer-driven or¬ 
ganization. Paid events that are not deemed benefits do 
not qualify. Non-charitable events that charge the public 
for profit are not allowed as we consider that paid adver¬ 
tising. The deadline to submit calendar items is Monday 
at noon. Send to the Agawam Advertiser News at aan@ 
turley.com, fax to 413-786-8457, or mail to Turley Pub¬ 
lications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069. We usually 
print at least one week prior to an event. The listings 
should be brief with only time, date, location, activity ex¬ 
planation, and contact information. 

Friday, June 15 

SHAKESPEARE’S “AS YOU LIKE IT” outdoors at 6 p.m. 
at the Red Door Theatre, 152 S. Westfield St. (Route 
187), Feeding Hills. Audience invited to bring their own 
refreshments, blankets and lawn chairs. A freewill dona¬ 
tion will be taken after the show. Additional performanc¬ 
es Saturday at 6 p.m. and Sunday at 3 p.m. 

CONNECTICUT OUARTER HORSE SHOW today through 
Sunday from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. in the Coliseum on the 
grounds of the Big E, 1305 Memorial Ave., West Spring- 
field. Free admission. 

Saturday, June 16 

ROBINSON STATE PARK DAY. Family appropriate activities: 
8 a.m., bird identification walk; 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., guided 
walks (“big trees” with Matt Largess 10 a.m., noon, 2 
p.m.); 1 p.m. vernal pool tour; rapid stream assessment 
and the “Tree Bus,” a van full of educational, hands-on ac¬ 
tivities about trees. Park admission fees apply. 

STRAWBERRY SUPPER at Agawam Congregational 
Church, 745 Main St., Agawam, with servings at 4:45 
and 6:30 p.m. at 6 p.m. Ham, baked beans, coleslaw, 
potato salad and strawberry shortcake. $15 in advance 
for adults, $18 at th4e door, $6 for children. Call for res¬ 
ervations, 413-786-7111. 

STRAWBERRY SUPPER at Southwick Congregational 
Church, 488 College Highway, Southwick, at 6 p.m. 
Ham, baked beans, coleslaw, potato salad and straw¬ 
berry shortcake. $14 for adults, $7 for children. Call for 
reservations, 413-569-6362. 

OPENING DAY AT ST0RR0WT0N VILLAGE MUSEUM on 


Lunch Menu 

Monday, June 18: Chicken cordon bleu, scalloped 
potatoes, peas, fresh pears. 

Tuesday, June 19: Meatloaf, mashed potatoes, 
gravy, dilled carrots, pudding. 

Wednesday, June 20: Kielbasa, braised cabbage, 
pirogues, mixed fruit. 

Thursday, June 21 : Barbecue pulled pork on a roll, 
potato salad, corn, pears. 

Friday, June 22: Potato-crusted fish, rice and 
beans, breen beans, baked good 

Calendar of Events 

Monday, June 18: 8:15 a.m., weight training, yoga; 
9:45 a.m., line dancing; 10 a.m., Brain Health and 
Wellness seminar (sign up with Kristina); 11:30 a.m., 
Gentle Yoga; 1 p.m., Bingo; 5:30 p.m. Zumba. 
Tuesday, June 19: 9 a.m., open knitting group, ex¬ 
ercise class with Sue Woods from YMCA; 9:45 a.m., 
exercise class with Sue Woods from YMCA; noon, 
ladies only billiards, canasta; 12:30 p.m., movie 


the grounds of the Big E, 1305 Memorial Ave., West 
Springfield. Open from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free admission. 

Tuesday, June 19 

The Agawam Cultural Council is meeting at 7 p.m. at the 
Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper St., Agawam. The 
meeting is open to all. There is no cost to join or serve. 

Wednesday, June 20 

NATIONAL EASTERN REGIONAL SIMMENTAL JR SHOW 
in Mallary Complex on the grounds of the Big E, 1305 
Memorial Ave., West Springfield today through Saturday 
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Free admission. 

Friday, June 22 

TAG AND RUMMAGE SALE, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Holy Trin¬ 
ity Church, 331 Elm St., Westfield. The sale continues on 
Saturday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Wednesday, June 27 

SUMMER SAFETY PROGRAM presented by Agawam 
First Responders, including firefighters, safety officers 


(“Phantom Thread”), mah jongg; 1 p.m., Mexican 
Train Game; 4:30 p.m., yoga with Loretta; 6 p.m., 
beginner line dance. 

Wednesday, June 20: 8:15 a.m., weight training, 
yoga; 8:30 a.m., Meet the Mayor (coffee shop) 9:45 
a.m., Gentle Yoga; 11:15 a.m., tai chi; 12:30 p.m., 
bridge; 1 p.m., ballroom lessons, Scrabble; 1:30 
p.m., Golden Agers Chapter 2 picnic; 2 p.m., CPA 
Jack Welch available (by appt.); 5:30 p.m., Zumba 
Gold. 

Thursday, June 21: Foot care nurses available (by 
appt.); 9 a.m., exercise class with Sue Woods from 
YMCA; 10 a.m., line dancing; 10:30 a.m., Reiki with 
Carlene; 12:15 p.m., bridge; 12:30 p.m., Mexican 
Train Game; 1 p.m., pitch, open art; 1:30 p.m., writ¬ 
ing group; 2 p.m., Melody Band practice; 4 p.m., 
Yoga with Loretta; 6:30 p.m., pitch. 

Friday, June 22: 8:15 a.m., yoga; 9:15 a.m., Let’s 
Paint; noon, canasta; 1 p.m., pitch, cribbage, ice 
cream social sponsored by Heritage Woods; 4 p.m., 
card games. 


and EMTs at Bethany Assembly of God, 580 Main St., 
Agawam from 5 to 6:30 p.m. Educational demonstra¬ 
tions and giveaways. Dinner will be available for adults 
for a minimum fee with free hotdogs for children. All 
are welcome. 

Thursday, June 28 

ARABIAN HORSE SHOW OF NEW ENGLAND today 
through Saturday from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.in the Coliseum 
on the grounds of the Big E, 1305 Memorial Ave., West 
Springfield. Free admission. 

Saturday, June 30 

FIREWORKS FOR FREEDOM at the South Middle School 
fields, 30 W. Silver St., Westfield. Festivities start at 6:30 
p.m., with fireworks at dusk. 

Wednesday, July 4 

HOPE COMMUNITY CHURCH’S ANNUAL FAMILY FUN 
FEST from 5 to 8 p.m. at 152 S. Westfield St., Feeding 
Hills. Bounce houses, a dunk tank featuring local popular 
personalities, concessions, music, a huge tag sale, and 


games and activities for all ages. 

Thursday, July 5 

‘A LITTLE NIGHT MUSIC” at 6 p.m. at Trinity United Meth¬ 
odist Church, 361 Sumner Ave., Springfield will feature 
“Six-wire: An acoustic alchemy” in the sanctuary, and 
at 7 p.m., a Carillon Concert on the church lawn. Free 
to the public. Donations accepted for all food items. For 
more information, visit www.trinityspringfield.org. 

Wednesday, July 11 

THE ELM-BELCHER MASONIC LODGE, 53 River St., Aga¬ 
wam offers an all-you-can-eat spaghetti supper at a cost 
of $8 for adults, $4 for children. The public is welcome. 

ONGOING 

AGAWAM UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 459 Mill St., 
Agawam, offers a free “Crochet Club” the first and 
third Tuesday of each month from 6:30 to 8 p.m. All 
are invited to join, including men and women and be¬ 
ginners to experienced crocheters. Drop-ins welcome. 
Hooks and yarn available if needed. For more informa¬ 
tion, call 413-786-7991. 

GRANDPARENT’S PLAYGROUP Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. 
to 11 a.m., at St. David’s Church, 699 Springfield St., 
Feeding Hills. This free infant and toddler playgroup fea¬ 
tures music and movement, fostering children’s interac¬ 
tions and sharing skills. Open to all grandparents and 
their grandchildren. Follows school schedule. 

MOM 2 MOM takes place the second Tuesday of every 
month October through June, 9:30 to 11 a.m. at Aga¬ 
wam Congregational Church, 745 Main St. A round-ta¬ 
ble discussion hosted by a local “veteran” mom, this is 
a great way to have further conversation on recent cafe 
themes and parent education events, celebrate parent¬ 
ing and receive encouragement for the trials. 

THE WESTFIELD FARMERS’MARKET, rain or shine, every 
Thursday from noon to 6 p.m. on the lawn of the Episcopal 
Church of the Atonement, 36 Court St., Westfield, until Oct. 
4, and Saturday, Oct. 13. SNAP match of $5; WIC, and 
FMNP vouchers accepted by some vendors. Live music, 
cooking and craft demonstrations, free parking, ADA ac¬ 
cessible restrooms, playground. For more information visit 
westfieldfarmersmarket.net or contact 413-562-5461, 
ext. 101, or farmersmarketwestfield@gmail.com. 




Public Notices 

EARLY DEADLINE 

FOR ALL LEGAL NOTICES TO RUN THE WEEK OF JULY 4 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 27 AT NOON 

Sentinel, Chicopee Register, The Register, 
and The Wilbraham-Hampden Times 

THURSDAY, JUNE 28 AT NOON 

Agawam Advertiser News, Barre Gazette, 
Quaboag Current, Country Journal, 

The Journal Register, Ware River News 

MONDAY, JULY 2 AT NOON 

The Sun, Southwick News, Town Reminder 

- A TURLEY PUBLICATION - 

www.turley.com 




M&iCi 
5 ®^ 


EARLY 




DEADLINE 

Due to the 4TH OF JULY Holiday the 

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 

Advertising Deadline will be 

Thursday, June 28 

for the Thursday, July 5 edition 



_ - 24 Water Street 

Turley D4 Palmer, MA 01 069 

Publications, Inc www.turley.com 





CLUESACROSS 

1. Glowering 

7. Sports equipment 

13. Relief organization 

14. Go against the flow 

16. A public promotion 
of some product or 
service 

17. Premier League’s 
Spurs 

19. Of I 

20. Tears down (Brit.) 

22. One point north of 
due east 

23. Sandwich shops 

25. American spy 

26. Medieval stringed 
instrument 

28. Self-immolation by 
fire ritual 

29. Pearl Jam’s debut 

30. Panthers’ Newton 

31. Press against lightly 

33. _ Squad 

34. Eminem hit 

36. Violent seizure of 


property 

38. Native or inhabitant 
of Asia 

40. Loudness units 

41. Knotted anew 

43. Daddy 

44. Folk singer DiFranco 

45. Women from the 
Mayflower 

47. Metric capacity unit 

48. Couple 

51. Away to coat 

53. _ and Diu: Indian 
territory 

55. French river 

56. Asteroids 

58. Investment 
measurement (abbr.) 

59. India and Nepal 
border river 

60. Santa says it three 
times 

61. Hungers 

64. Linear unit 

65. Speech 

67. Taking forcefully 


69. Places to be 

70. Amusing behavior 

CLUES DOWN 

1. Adult female 

2. An alternative 

3. Rituals 

4. Native American 

people 

5. High school exam 

6. Respect 

7. Tanned 

8. Kilometers per hour 

9. Ancient Israeli city 

10. Periods 

11. Electron volt 

12. Smallest interval in 
classical Western 
music 

13. Metric weight unit 
15. Occupies 

18. _ and flow 
21. Responsive to 
physical stimuli 
24. One who presses 
into thin sheets 


26. Jogged 

27. Automobile 
30. Punished 

32. Belonging to a 
bottom layer 
35. Japanese delicacy 
37.Soda 

38. Algonquian language 

39. Legislators 

42. Father 

43. Needed at the ATM 

46. Baltimore footballers 

47. _ Tomei, actress 

49. Expands 

50. Person (Indonesian) 
52. Related 

54. Where wrestlers 
work 

55. American communist 
leader 

57. Creatively tell 
59. Separatist group 

62. Edgar Allan poet 

63. A way to discolor 
66. Actinium 

68. Integrated circuit 


CROSSWORD SOLUTION ON PAGE 16 
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Public Notices 


LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF AGAWAM 
PLANNING BOARD 

The Agawam Planning 
Board will hold a public 
hearing on Thursday, June 
21, 2018 at 6:00 PM at the 
Agawam Public Library, 750 
Cooper Street, Agawam, 
MA. The purpose of this 
hearing will be to hear the 
petition of Reidy on a zone 
change request for 466 South 
Westfield Street, Parcel ID 
E6-1-1, from Agricultural 
to Residence A-5 (Age 
Restricted). Copies of the 
proposed zone change can be 
obtained from the Agawam 
Planning Office between 
the hours of 8:30 AM and 
4:30 PM in the Agawam 
Town Hall, 36 Main Street, 
Agawam, MA. 

BY ORDER OF: 

Mark R. Paleologopoulos, 
Chairman 
Agawam Planning Board 
6/07, 6/14/18 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD17P1039EA 
Estate of: Verna P Bittles 
Date of Death: 03/26/2017 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
ORDER OF COMPLETE 
SETTLEMENT 
A Petition for Order of 
Complete Settlement has 
been filed by Randy W 
Hill of Tucson AZ request¬ 
ing that the court enter a 
formal Decree of Complete 
Settlement including the 


allowance of a final account 
and other such relief as may 
be requested in the Petition. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed¬ 
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
07/02/2018. 

This is NOT a hear¬ 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceed¬ 
ing. If you fail to file a time¬ 
ly written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return 
day, action may be taken 
without further notice to you. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: June 04, 2018 

Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 

6/14/18 


AGAWAM COMMUNITY 
PRESERVATION 
COMMITTEE 
LEGAL 

ADVERTISEMENT 

Notice is hereby given 
that the Agawam Community 
Preservation Committee 
(CPC) will hold its annu¬ 
al public hearing at the 
Agawam Library Community 
Room, 750 Cooper 
Street, Agawam, MA on 
Wednesday, June 27, 2018 
at 7:00 PM. The Committee 
will provide an overview of 
the financial performance 
of the CPA fund as well 
share recent accomplish¬ 
ments. The CPC will also 
welcomes input on goals, 
activities, procedures and 
spending The CPC is encour¬ 
aging residents, town boards, 
committees and commis¬ 
sions to attend and discuss 
the needs and possibilities 
of projects that may qualify 
for Community Preservation 
Act funds. Please be advised 
that the CPA Committee is 
required by M.G.L. Ch. 


44B to consult with existing 
municipal boards to study the 
needs the needs, possibili¬ 
ties and resources of the city 
regarding community pres¬ 
ervation. 

6/14, 6/21/18 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD02P2496GI1 
In the interests of: 
Robert Fondakowski 
Of: Holyoke, MA 
RESPONDENT 
Incapacitated Person/ 
Protected Person 
CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF PETITION 
TO EXPAND THE 
POWERS OF 
A GUARDIAN 
To the named Respondent 
and all other interested per¬ 
sons, a petition has been filed 


Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis¬ 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 
the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 

Thank you. 


by Agawam Healthcare, 
Skilled Nursing of Agawam, 
MA in the above captioned 
matter requesting that the 
court: 

Expand the powers of a 
Guardian of the Respondent. 

The petition asks the 
court to make a determina¬ 
tion that the powers of the 
Guardian should be expand¬ 
ed, modified, or limited since 
the time of the appointment. 
The original petition is on 
file with the court. 

You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written appearance at this 
court on or before 10:00 
a.m. on the return date of 
07/06/2018. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to 
file the written appearance 
if you object to the petition. 
If you fail to file the writ¬ 
ten appearance by the return 
date, action may be taken in 


this matter without further 
notice to you. In addition to 
filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must 
file a written affidavit stating 
the specific facts and grounds 
of your objection within 30 
days after the return date. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
The outcome of this pro¬ 
ceeding may limit or com¬ 
pletely take away the above- 
named person’s right to make 
decisions about personal 
affairs or financial affairs or 
both. The above-named per¬ 
son has the right to ask for a 
lawyer. Anyone may make 
this request on behalf of the 
above-named person. If the 
above-named person cannot 
afford a lawyer, one may be 
appointed at State expense. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: June 01, 2018 

Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 

6/14/18 


HOW TO SUBMIT 
LEGAL NOTICES 

All legal notices to be published in the Agawam 
Advertiser News should be sent directly to notices^) 
turley.com. Please indicate the newspapers and pub¬ 
lication date(s) for the notice(s) in the subject line of 
your email. For questions regarding coverage area, 
procedures or cost, please call Jamie Jo slyn directly at 
413-283-8393x216. 

Turley Publications, Inc. publishes 15 weekly 
newspapers throughout Western Massachusetts. 

Visit www.turley.com for more information. 
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WE’VE EXPANDED OUR WEB SITE 

Public Notices 


i 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


2 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


3 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


visit www.publicnotices.turley.com 


SOFTBALL I from page 12 

After seasons of sometimes 
complete dominance over its op¬ 
ponents, Agawam took a little bit 
of a step back this season, only 
garnering a 12-8 mark this season, 
struggling with defense at times, 
and new starting pitcher Sarah 
Ross, a freshman, getting used 
to the competition level of high 
school varsity softball. 

It was a great season for the 
rookie pitcher, and definitely one 
that will help her grow heading 
into next season. 

But West Springfield got to her 
for three runs in the top of the third 
inning to take a 3-0 lead. The Ter¬ 
riers then tacked on a run in the 
fourth to make it 4-0. Agawam did 
not score until the sixth inning, but 
West Springfield answered back 
with a two-spot in the top of the 
seventh. 

Agawam rallied back with a pair 
of runs in the bottom of the inning, 
but it was too late for the Brownies 
as they fell in the quarterfinals for 
the first time in four years. 


Nikki Bates was responsible for 
all three runs for Agawam in the 
game. She had two hits. She drove 
in Agawam’s run in the sixth, 
then came up an inning later and 
socked a two-RBI hit in the sev¬ 
enth inning to make the score 6-3. 

Crystal Madore, another young 
pitcher in the Valley League, shut 
the door from there, and retired 
Agawam to complete the game. 

Ross went the full seven in¬ 
nings. She allowed six runs on 
eight hits. She walked two and 
struck out four. She was also hurt 
by three Agawam errors. 

Defense is something Agawam 
will need to improve on heading 
into next season, as the miscues 
hurt in a number of their losses 
this season. 

Ross completes a season in 
which she won 10 games, and 
threw 136.1 innings. She had 108 
strikeouts for the year. Agawam’s 
season finishes at an overall 12-9 
record. 

The Brownies will return sever¬ 
al starters to the team next season, 
but lose outfielder Emily Fountain 
and infielder Mia Perella. 
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Above, Nikki Bates winds up and is ready to hit. She had three 
RBI for Agawam in her final game of the season. At left, Aga¬ 
wam catcher Madison O’Connell looks around after picking 
up a ball in the dirt. PHOTOS BY DANIELLE STRATTON 
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Classifieds 


14 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


3 


Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


FOR SALE 

■ 

FOR SALE 

■ 

FOR SALE 

■ 

WANTED 

■ 

SERVICES 

■ 

SERVICES 


27’ ROUND POOL 16.5’xl3.5’ wood 
deck with Trek flooring. Come get both 
plus parts and accessories for $250. In 
Feeding Hills 860-819-1230. 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 

- Restored with new woven seats - 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 

(413)267-9680 


FIREWOOD 

FIREWOOD 

Fresh cut & split $150.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 

Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083 


!!!! FRESH CUT FIREWOOD!!!! 

Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 

(413)348-4326. 


LOG LENGTH FIREWOOD for 

sale. 7-8 cords delivered. $700.00 
delivered locally. Pricing subject to 
change. Place your order today. We 
also purchase standing timber. 413- 
245-9615. www.woodbundles.com 


PARTIALLY SEASONED OAK & 

Hardwood. Cut, split, delivered. 2, 3, 
4 cord loads. R.T. Smart & Sons 
(413)267-3827 www.rtsmart- 
wood.com. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to¬ 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga¬ 
tion. CALL 1-800-417-0524 


COMCAST HI-SPEED INTER¬ 
NET $39.99/mo. (for 12 mos.) No term 
agreement. Fast Downloads! PLUS 
Ask About our Triple Play (TV- Voice- 
Internet) for $89.99/mo. (lock in 2 yrs.!) 
CALL 1-844-835-5117 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM¬ 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate¬ 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 

1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE INFOR¬ 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con¬ 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


LUNG CANCER? 60 Years Old? If 
so, you and your family may be entitled 
to a significant cash award. Call 800- 
364-0517 to learn more. No risk. No 
money out of pocket. 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE¬ 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro¬ 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY¬ 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv¬ 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-800-732-0442 


★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser¬ 
vice or business to 1.7 million house¬ 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds@turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


SAFE STEP WALK-IN TUB #1 

Selling Walk-in tub in No. America. 
BBB Accredited. Arthritis Foundation 
Commendation. Therapeutic Jets. 
MicroSoothe Air Therapy System. 
Less that 4 Inch Step-In. Wide Door. 
Anti-Slip Floors. American Made. Call 
855-400-0439 for up to $1500. Off. 


SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY TV, 

Internet & Voice for $29.99/ea. 60 MB 
per second speed. No contract or com¬ 
mitment. We buy your existing contract 
up to $500.! 1-844-592-9018 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 

STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-286-0854 


WANTED 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want¬ 
ed. Planes, chisels, saws, levels, etc. 
Call Ken (413)433-2195. Keep your 
vintage tools working and get MONEY. 


WANTED ANTIQUES & COL¬ 
LECTIBLES Furniture, Advertising 
signs, Toys, Dolls, Trains, Crocks & 
Jugs, Musical Instruments, Ster¬ 
ling Silver & Gold, Coins, Jewelry, 
Books, Primitives, Vintage Clothing, 
Military items, Old Lamps. Any¬ 
thing old. Contents of attics, barns 
and homes. One item or complete 
estate. Call (413)267-3786 or 
(413)539-1472 Ask for Frank. WE 
PAY FAIR PRICES!!! 


WWI, WWII MILITARY items 
American, German, Japanese, med¬ 
als, swords, uniforms, patches, hel¬ 
mets, photos, manuals, flight jackets, 
knives, boyonets. (413)885-2889 


WANTED TO BUY 

WANTED- COSTUME JEWELRY, 

gold and silver, furs. Please call for 
more information or text (413)512- 
3714 



A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 

Lowest Rates, 

accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services 
10% disc, with this ad. 

All Major CC’s 

CALL NOW (413)531-1936 

acallwehaul @gmail.com 



mmm 


*******A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap¬ 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


ACE CHIMNEY SWEEPS Clean¬ 
ings, inspections, repairs, caps, liners, 
waterproofing, rebuilds. Local, family 
owned. Since 1986. HIC #118355. Fully 
insured (413)547-8500 


ADAM QUENNEVILLE ROOF¬ 
ING, SIDING, WINDOWS- Shin¬ 
gle, Flat and Metal Roofs, Slate Roof 
Repairs, Roof and Siding Shampoo 
Service, Gutter Covers, porches. Life¬ 
time Vinyl Siding, Windows, Skylights 
& Sun Tunnels. Call (413)536-5955 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 

Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S ODD JOB 
SERVICE Rubbish removal, attics, 
cellars, garages cleaned. Light moving. 
Gutters Cleaned. Call someone you 
know (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re¬ 
finishing - cane, fiber rush & splint - 
Classroom instructor, 20+ years expe¬ 
rience. Call Walt at (413)267-9680 
for estimate. 


DRIVEWAYS, CHIP SEAL/ OIL 
AND STONE, an affordable alterna¬ 
tive to asphalt. Give your home a beau¬ 
tiful country look. Serving Western MA 
for the past 7 years. Also Trucking, 
gravel, loam and fill. 5% off your drive¬ 
way with mention of this ad. Call J. Fil- 
lion Liquid Asphalt (413)668-6192. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas¬ 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 

(413)563-0487 


FULL BATHROOM REMODEL 

from tub or vanity replacement to full 
scale bathroom remodel. Free in home 
estimates 413-237-2250. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lie #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


PLUMBER - LICENSED AND 

experienced. Fair prices, Small 
jobs wanted. Lie. #19243. Call Ron 

(413)323-5897, (413)345-1602. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 DEADLINES: QUABBIN & SUBURBAN - FRIDAY AT NOON 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


CATEGORY: 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

2(1 Base Price 

$26.00 

21 Base Price 

$26.50 

22 Base Price 

$27.00 

23 Base Price 

$27.50 

24 Base Price 

$28.00 

25 Base Price 

$28.50 

26 Base Price 

$29.00 

27 Base Price 

$29.50 

28 Base Price 

$30.00 

29 Base Price 

$30.50 

30 Base Price 

$31.00 

31 Base Price 

$31.50 

32 Base Price 

$32.00 

33 Base Price 

$32.50 

34 Base Price 

$33.00 

35 Base Price 

$33.50 

38 Base Price 

$34.00 

37 Base Price 

$34.50 

38 Base Price 

$35.00 

39 Base Price 

$35.50 

40 Base Price 

$36.00 


Name: 


Address: 
Town:_ 


Phone:_ 


_ State:_Zip:_ 

X per week rate = $_ 


Number of Weeks:_ 

Credit Card: □ MasterCard □ VISA □ Discover □ Cash □ Check# _ 

Card#:_Exp. Date_CVV 


Amount of charge: 


Date: 


HILLTOWNS - MONDAY AT NOON 


Quabbin 
Village Hills 

Circulation: 
50,500 



WORTHINGTON 

CHESTERFIELD 

BECKET j 

BLANDFORD 

§ « 
i r 

n 


I GR.NVI, 


Hilltowns L 

Circulation: 9,800 



Suburban 

Residential 

Circulation: 

59,000 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
500 for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 
x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 




$ 10.00 


$ 5.00 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 



WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR¬ 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur¬ 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 

DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 

COLEMAN APPLIANCE SER¬ 
VICE Servicing all makes and mod¬ 
els of washers, dryers, refrigerators, 
stoves, dishwashers, air conditioners. 
Also dryer vent cleaning. (413)536- 
0034 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver¬ 
tising caring of children must list a li¬ 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


CLEANING 

SERVICES 

BONA CLEANING SERVICES 

Free estimates. No job too big or small. 
Reliable and dependable. Please call 

413-234-7568 


COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

COMPUTERS SHOULDN’T BE 

frustrating or frightening. I’ll come to 
you. Upgrades, troubleshooting, set¬ 
up, tutoring. Other electronics too. Call 
Monique (413)237-1035 


ELECTRICIAN 

BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 

service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti¬ 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lie. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE 

#E16303 Free estimates. Senior Dis¬ 
counts. Insured. 40 years experience. 
No job too small. Cell (413)330-3682 


MCKENNA GREEN ELECTRIC 

Lie #20161A Reasonable residential 
electrical services. 24 hour emergency 
service. Prompt service is our special¬ 
ty. (413)210-9140 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

MENARD GARAGE DOORS Au- 

thorized Raynor dealer specializing in 
the best quality and selection of insu¬ 
lated garage doors. Sales, Installation, 
service and repairs of residential and 
commercial garage doors and open¬ 
ers. Fully insured. Free estimates. Call 
(413)289-6550, (413)626-1978 
or www.menardgaragedoors.com 


LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 

Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 
Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT 

Call Mike (413) 348-7967 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 




Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


SERVICES 

■ 

SERVICES 

■ 

SERVICES 

■ 

SERVICES 

■ 

HELP WANTED 

■ 

HELP WANTED 


HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 

ACO 

MASONRY, HEATING & 
AIR CONDITIONING 

All types of masonry work. 
Chimney repair, tile work, stucco, 
stone, brick, block, concrete, 
flat work, pavers, retaining walls. 
Heating & Air Conditioning 
Service & Installation 
Furnaces, Sheet Metal 
Power Washing 
Licensed & Insured 
Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
Competitive Rates 
Call Adam Ouimette 
413-374-7779 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 

Call for all your needs. Windows, sid¬ 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in¬ 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lie. #97110, HIC Lie #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 

Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc¬ 
es. Lie #086220. Please call Kevin 

(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 

for all your exterior home improve¬ 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT¬ 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE¬ 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram¬ 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, additions. In¬ 
surance work. Fully insured. Free esti¬ 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


NURSE AIDE/HOME 
HEALTHAIDE TRAINING 
CLASSES 

4 week training courses offered 
monthly beginning in July 
Excel Training Institute 
Wilbraham/lndian Orchard location 
For more information/ registration/ 
class schedules 
Call 413-583-8900 


INSTRUCTION 

TRUCK DRIVERS IN VERY 
HIGH DEMAND 

Driver Need projected to triple! 

A & B CDL CLASSES + BUS 

(413)592-1500 

UNITED TRACTOR TRAILER 
SCHOOL 
Unitedcdl.com 


LANDSCAPING 

A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
413-636-5957 


HYDROSEEDING AND LAND¬ 
SCAPE CONSTRUCTION Re¬ 
taining walls, walkways, patios, ero¬ 
sion control, skid steer work, fencing, 
plantings, loam, trenching, etc. Free 
estimates. Medeiros. (413)267-4050 


*RICK 
BERGERON 
LAWN CARE, 
INC. 

Mulching 

Mowing & Landscaping 
Loader and Backhoe 
Trucking 
Bush Hogging 
Over 30 yrs. in business 
All Calls Returned 
413-283-3192 


T & S LANDSCAPING Highest 
quality, lowest price. Serving the Pio¬ 
neer Valley. Weekly, bi-weekly mow¬ 
ing, Spring, Fall and Gutter clean-ups. 

(413)330-3917 


LAWN & GARDEN 

AA ROTOTILLING- TIME TO 

plant. Gardens, new, existing and lawn 
spot repair. Call for appt. (413) 626- 
1927. 


MASONRY 

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING All brick, block, 
stone, concrete. Hatchway doors, 
basement windows, chimneys rebuilt & 
repaired, foundations repaired, base¬ 
ment waterproofing systems, sump 
pumps. BBB+ rating. Free estimates. 
Lie #14790. Call (413)569-1611, 
(413)374-5377 


PAINTING 

FORBES & SONS PAINTING & 
STAINING Since 1985. Interior/ Ex¬ 
terior. Call now. Free estimate. Com¬ 
mercial, Residential, New construction. 
Affordable carpentry, plaster, drywall 
restoration. Wallpaper removal. In¬ 
sured. Owner operated. HIC #190875 
www.forbesandsonspainting.com 
413-887-1987. 


QUABBIN PAINTING Interior/Exte¬ 
rior Painting, repairs, house and deck 
powerwashing, deck staining, gutters 
cleaned. Prompt professional service. 
Fully insured. Call (413) 519-9952 


PAVING 

JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Driveways 
& Parking lots. Oil & stone. Choice of 
colors. Durable but yet inexpensive. 
Call 413-289-6033 


PLUMBING 

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lie #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace¬ 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC.#J27222 

“New Season” 
“New Projects” 

Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 

(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 

EXPERIENCED ROOFER 

WORKS alone, quality work, licensed. 
Best prices for sheds, garages, and 
ranches. (413)786-7924. 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 

types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453, CT Reg. 0615780. Lifetime 
warranty. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


SKY-TECH ROOFING, INC. 40 

years experience. Commercial, resi¬ 
dential. Insured. Shingles, single-ply 
systems. Tar/ gravel, slate repairs. 24 
hour Emergency Repairs. (413)348- 
9568, (413)204-4841. (413)536- 
3279 


PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER 



MHct 





■ EARLY ■ 
DEADLINES 


for CLASSIFIED ADS 

For the week of July 4th publications 


DEADLINE is 

Wednesday Noon, June 27 


TREE WORK 

ATEKS TREE- Honest, quality tree 
service. From pruning to house lot 
clearing. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Firewood sales. (413)687-3220 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every¬ 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


H & H TREE SERVICE Fully in¬ 
sured. 15 yrs experience climbing. 
Call Dave for additional services. 413- 
668-6560 day or night. 


TUTORING 

NEED HELP TO boost your math 
knowledge or enhance your SAT 
score? Call Mario (413)726-8032 
for rates. I am a math major at WNEU. 


STUMP 

GRINDING 

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind¬ 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi¬ 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


AUTO 


$$$ AUTOS WANTED Top Dollar 
paid for your unwanted cars, trucks, 
vans, big and small, running or not. 
Call (413)534-5400 


AUTO FOR SALE 

SUMMER FUN! 71 Mach I Mustang. 
Runs good. 351 - 4 speed. Serious in¬ 
quiries only. $18,000 or B.O. 

Also 2001 Infiniti QX4. Runs. For parts 
$500 413-813-8033. 


PETS 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 

MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 

GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 

WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 

ORG 


HORSES 

HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 

offered year round at our state of the 
art facility, beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo¬ 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


HELP WANTED 


ELDER CARE AID South Hadley. 
Assistance needed for overnight care 
and some daytime hrs. for an alert 100 
yr. old. Experience a plus. Please call 

860-604-2138. 


FOSTER CARE. 

You can help change 
someone’s life. 

Provide a safe home for children 
and teens who have been abused 
or neglected. Now offering a $1,000 
Sign-On Bonus 

Call Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care 
413-734-2493 


HEAVY EQUIP. OPER. Hoisting 
Lie. Experienced. FT. Apply in person. 
RB Enterprises, 19 Poole St. Ludlow 


HOME CARE NEEDED for one 

client. Sun., Mon. 7am-5pm, every 
other Sat 7am-3pm, Wed & Friday 
5pm-7am. Good environment. 864- 
385-4580 


KEITH CONSTRUCTION 
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
Job Fair: 

Thursday, June 28, 2018 
11:30am- 1:30pm 
Location: Amherst Survival 
Center 138 Sunderland Rd. 

Keith Construction, Inc. is pleased 
to accept employment applications 
for all construction trades including, 
laborers, carpenters, painters, floor 
layers, plumbers and electricians for 
the exciting upcoming North Square at 
the Mill District project. The anticipated 
start date is June 2018 and anticipated 
completion is November 2019. 

Note well: 

1. Applicants must be 18yrs. of age and 
have a reliable means of transportation. 

2. All applicants must be able to meet 
the physical requirements of the job. 

3. Please specify construction work 
experience and list any applicable con¬ 
struction licenses and/or certifications 
you may have. 

4. Filling out an application does not 
guarantee employment. Keith Con¬ 
struction will provide all applications 
to our subcontractors performing the 
work on this project. 

5. Keith Construction Inc. and its sub¬ 
contractors are EEO Employers. 

6. Applicants must be willing to submit 
to a background check. 

7. Local residents are encouraged to 
apply. 

8. Final job application review and se¬ 
lection will be by our individual subcon¬ 
tractors and not Keith Construction 


LOOKING FOR EXPERIENCED 

carpenters and roofers. Must have own 
VEHICLE! Please call or text Tony @ 

(413)626-5296 


MECHANIC - 2ND SHIFT 
SPRINGFIELD AREA 
TRANSIT COMPANY 
VALLEY AREA 
TRANSIT COMPANY 

We are seeking an experienced full¬ 
time Bus Mechanic ($19.45/hour, 
Tues.-Fri, 1:30 p.m.-IO p.m. Sat. 10:30 
a.m.-7:00 p.m.) at our Northampton lo¬ 
cation and a full-time Bus Mechanic at 
our Springfield location ($20.88/hour, 
4:00 p.m. midnight, including Satur¬ 
days). A CDL class A or B is strongly 
preferred, but will consider assisting 
the right candidate with obtaining CDL 
within first three months. Excellent 
benefits with higher earning potential 
after 3 months depending on experi¬ 
ence. Review detailed job descriptions 
and requirements under Careers at 
www.pvta.com. Send cover letter and 
resume via our website or mail to: SAT- 
Co/VATCo, Attn: HR Dept. 2840 Main 
Street, Springfield, MA 01107. EEO/DF 


★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 


TRUCK DRIVER Class A Bulk 
Tank-Dump Trailer FT 
Experienced. Apply in person. RB En¬ 
terprises, 19 Poole St., Ludlow 


BUSINESS 

OPPORTUNITIES 

WELL ESTABLISHED ROOFING 

company for sale. Breckenridge St., 
Palmer. Equipment, ladders, dump 
trailers, 5,000 sq.ft, warehouse, and 
land for sale or lease. Interests please 
call 413-231-3131 


REAL ESTATE 


COMMERCIAL 

RENTALS 

INDUSTRIAL ZONED LARGE 
WAREHOUSE available, plus 500 
sq.ft, out building, large garage bay 
and front office area. Breckenridge St., 
Palmer (413)231-3131 


FOR RENT 



EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know¬ 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


GREEN STREET, PALMER 2 BR 

apt. porch, off-street parking, coin-op 
laundry, $875/ mo includes heat. No 
Pets. Call Tom 413-896-1555 


INDIAN ORCHARD- 4 ROOMS 

stove, refrigerator, near bus line, pri¬ 
vate parking. No pets. 413-543-5326 


LUDLOW 2 BEDROOM first floor 
with parking, washer, dryer. NO PETS. 
$650 plus utilities 413-323-6240, 
413-547-8794, cell 413-335- 
8019 


VACATION 

RENTALS 

WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


til 

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 

This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


AFFORDABLE SENIOR HOUSING 

Beautiful One Bedroom Apartments 

If you are a senior citizen, 62 or older and looking 
for an apartment in an attractive, serene setting, 
then we invite you to consider Falcon Knoll Housing. 
You must be income eligible to apply. 

~ NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS ~ 


6 - 


FALCON KNOLL HOUSING 
28 MILES MORGAN COURT 
WILBRAHAM, MA 
413-596-8228 

Please call or stop by the rental office 
for an application. 
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Youth 


Golden grad 



Megan Smith, third from left, was a member of the 50th graduating class from St. Mary’s Acade¬ 
my in Longmeadow. To commemorate this occasion and the school’s golden anniversary, Spring- 
field Bishop Mitchell Rozanski was in attendance at the eighth grade graduation Mass on June 

8 . SUBMITTED PHOTO 


School Lunch 


All lunches served with fresh and chilled fruit. 

AGAWAM HIGH SCHOOL 

The Agawam High School lunch menu is posted on 
the school’s website. 

AGAWAM JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
ROBERTA DOERING SCHOOL 
AGAWAM ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 

Monday, June 18: Grilled cheese, tomato soup, 
Tater Tots, low-fat Doritos. 

Tuesday, June 19: French toast sticks with syrup, 
hash browns, pork sausage link. 

Wednesday, June 20: Junior High and ele¬ 
mentary — Pasta with meat sauce, garlic toast, 
seasoned broccoli. Doering School — Field Day. 
Hamburgers and hot dogs, potato salad, coleslaw, 
chips, watermelon. 


Thursday, June 21: Manager’s choice. 

Friday, June 22: Stuffed-crust pizza, salad with 
light dressing, cookie. 

BREAKFAST 

All breakfasts include assorted cold cereal, muf¬ 
fins and pastries, cheese sticks, fresh fruit and 
orange juice. 

Serving times: High school, 7 a.m.; junior high, 
7:15 a.m.; Granger, 7:55 a.m.; Doering, 8:10 a.m.; 
Phelps, 8:20 a.m.; Robinson Park, 8:30 a.m.; Clark 
8:35 a.m. 

Monday, June 18: Pancakes with syrup. 

Tuesday, June 19: Waffles. 

Wednesday, June 20: Egg and cheese sandwich 
with hash browns. 

Thursday, June 21: Warm cinnamon rolls. 

Friday, June 22: Pancakes with syrup. 


Former NBA player warns 
youth about drug danger 




Former NBA star Chris Herren stands with some of the Agawam 
students he met on June 4. From left are Nicholas Cote, grade 7; 
Anthony Prderzani, grade 7; Dominic Vecherelli, grade 8; Gerald 
Crute, grade7; Jachob Boutin, grade 7; Bella Grechka, grade 6; Ev¬ 
elina Grechka, grade 8; Brett Wilkie, grade 9; and Jack Litz, grade 


Former Boston Celtics 
player and motivational 
speaker Chris Herren, of 
Fall River, recently spoke to 
students from Roberta Do¬ 
ering School and Agawam 
Junior High School about 
the danger of drugs and his 
personal experiences with 
addiction. 

Shane’s Foundation, 
a nonprofit organization 
led by School Commit¬ 
tee member Tracy Wilkie, 
sponsored the June 4 talk. 
All classrooms in grades 6, 
7 and 8 attended. Because 
Agawam schools do not 
have a large enough audi¬ 
torium to accommodate 
all 857 students, the talk 
was held at the Eastern 
States Exposition grounds 
in West Springfield. The 
expo donated the use of the 
Mallary West Building and 
the labor for setup; Shane’s 
Foundation paid for trans- 
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portation and lunches for 
the students. 


“We have DARE for the 
fifth graders, but it stops 
there, and it is a very im¬ 
portant message for our 
sixth graders before enter¬ 
ing the junior high,” Wilkie 
commented. 

Herren, a former Boston 
Celtics player, now speaks 
to schools and community 
groups about the conse¬ 
quences of poor choices 
he made to get involved in 
drugs and alcohol abuse 
during his time in the NBA. 


Chris Herren speaks to Agawam sixth-, seventh- and eighth-grad¬ 
ers on June 4 on the Big E grounds. 


AHS COUNSELING BULLETIN 


Bible school planned for July 9-13 


College/university 
information opportunities 

The Counseling Department is 
excited to share its new Twitter han¬ 
dle—@agawamschool. 

Gallaudet University Youth Pro¬ 
grams offers camps for deaf and 
hard of hearing students that are 
designed to provide stimulating 
summer learning and experien¬ 
tial opportunities. These camps 
blend excitement, education, and 
enjoyment in a bilingual environ¬ 
ment rich in cultural diversity. Four 
popular camps (Bison Brainiacs, 
Blackbox Theatre, Discover Your 
Future, and Immerse into ASL) are 
offered for high school students, 
and Got Skills? Camp is for middle 
school students where campers can 
choose from different activities daily 
to design their own camp experi¬ 
ence. For more information, contact 
youthprograms@gallaudet.edu. 

Special interest programs 

The University of New England 
is offering its first Interprofessional 
Health Careers Exploration Camp 
from Aug. 4-6. Students must be 
entering grades 10-12 in the fall 
and will participate in fun hands-on 
activities while learning about a va¬ 
riety of health-related careers. Ap¬ 
plication materials must be received 
no later than June 15. For more 
information about the camp, submit 
your questions online at surveymon- 
key.com/r/UNECAMP. 

The University of New Hampshire 
invites rising seniors considering a 
career in the industry of hospitality 
management to participate in a one- 
week residential hospitality man¬ 
agement program from July 15-21. 
Students will be able to experience 
the excitement of college life and 
take college courses with renowned 
hospitality management faculty. The 
tuition for the program is $500. For 
full details, visit paulcollege.unh. 
edu/departments/hospitality-man- 
agement/summer-program. 


Springfield Technical Community 
College and Holyoke Community Col¬ 
lege are again offering the chance for 
current juniors and seniors to take up 
to one free course in each semester 
through the College Now program. 
This is a great way to earn college 
credits while in high school while 
trying courses that may be helpful in 
exploring a potential career interest. 
See your counselor for details. 

Scholarship information 

Inspired by what the Common App 
did for college applications, Going 
Merry makes it easier for students 
to find and apply for scholarships. 
Please visit goingmerry.com for more 
information or to create an account. 

The American Legion High School 
Oratorical Scholarship Program pro¬ 
vides scholarships up to $18,000. 
Contestants address Constitution 
topics and are scored by indepen¬ 
dent judges. For more information, 
email oratorical@legion.org. 

The American Student Assis¬ 
tance College Planning Centers 
offer free assistance with complet¬ 
ing financial aid applications, both 


in-person, at Centers, and over the 
phone 877-332-4348. Additionally, 
the Boston College Planning Center 
is holding FAFSA Workshops every 
Saturday from 10 to 11 a.m. More 
information is available by calling 
Kristi Pierce at 617-728-4608. 

The BigSun Organization is proud 
to be able to continue helping young 
athletes succeed in their academic 
pursuits and is offering an annual 
scholarship to a deserving student. 
The successful applicant will be a 
high school senior or be attending 
a post-secondary institute and cur¬ 
rently involved in some sport at that 
institution or in the community. The 
award is $500 and the application 
deadline is June 19. Visit bigsuna- 
thletics.com to learn how to apply. 

Abbott & Fenner Business Con¬ 
sultants are pleased to be able to 
continue with their scholarship pro¬ 
gram for the 11 th year. This scholar¬ 
ship will be awarding up to $1,000 
to the winner(s) each year. Scholar¬ 
ship deadline is June 14. Students 
will submit an essay on the topic 
that appears at abbottandfenner. 
com/scholarships.htm. 


Agawam Congregational Church 
will host Vacation Bible School Monday 
through Friday, July 9-13, from 6 to 8 
p.m. A community dinner will be served 
at 5:15 p.m. 

Participants will join artisans in the 
Market Place for crafts, conquer chal¬ 
lenges in apprentice games and celebrate 


in Extolio worship. It is open to children 
of preschool age and up. The cost is $5. 
Volunteers are welcome. Register online 
at https://tinyurl.com/ROME2018ACC. 

The church is at 745 Main St., Aga¬ 
wam. For more information, call 413- 
786-7111 or email janetbrown@aga- 
wamcong.com. 


‘Bingo for Books’ slated for Tuesday 


“Bingo for Books,” sponsored by the 
Agawam Junior Women’s Club, will be 
held Tuesday, June 19, at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Agawam Public Library Community 
Room. The program, a race to fill a Bin- 
go card slated with titles, characters and 
settings from popular children’s books, is 
open to students in grades 1 through 4. 

Books will be awarded as prizes as the 
club aims to promote literacy by encour¬ 
aging the love of reading. From Whoville 
to Hogwarts, the Bingo game promises to 
be a fun way to introduce or reacquaint 
children with many different characters, 
settings and books. 


The event is limited to 50 participants. 
To register, call the library’s Children’s De¬ 
partment at 413-789-1550, ext. 3, or visit 
www.agawamlibrary.org. 

The Junior Women’s Club seeks to 
enhance the community through advo¬ 
cacy for children and the promotion of 
literacy. It is a community service orga¬ 
nization committed to the betterment of 
the community through special projects 
supporting the arts, natural resources, 
education, healthy lifestyles, interna¬ 
tional causes and civic involvement. To 
learn more about the club, visit www. 
agawamgfwc.com. 
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Shown 9:40 


Shown 


Ryan Reynolds 
Josh Brolin 
Moreno Buccarin 
Julian Dennison 


88 .1 on your 
FM Radio 


GE'AN 'S 8 


Now Shown With 

Digital Projection & 
Dolby Digital Sound 


Sandro Bullock 
Griffin Dunne 
Cate Blanchetf 
Ann Hathaway 




Mvenatre I FG-13 


Comedy 


Friday, Saturday 
& Sunday 

JUNE 

15,16 & 17 

Dial'A'Sborr 

(603) 239-4054 


www.northfielddrivein.com Northfield - Hinsdale Road (Rt. 63) 





























































Page 20 I AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS I June 14, 2018 



Genesis ■ 
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From Motown to today's Top 40 Hits! 
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